PHILOSOPHY 1100- INTRODUCTION TO ETHICS

Section 200 Professor Michael Tooley
MW 11:00-11:50 Office Hours: M 12:00-12:50
Atlas 100 Hellems 277

Textbooks

We will beudangthefollowingtext in this course:
Applying Ethics, 9th edition, edited by Jeffrey Olen, Vincent Barry, and Julie C. Van Camp.

In addition, purchase of a University-suppoted i-clicker will be necessary, and youri-clicker
should be broughtto all of thelectures, as no sparei-clickers will beavailable.

Some of thereading assignments are either from an earlier version of Applying Ethics, or
from Matters of Life and Death, 3rd edition, edited by Tom Regan. These readingswill be placed
one-reserve.

Findly, thefirst two assignments, and two of thetopics, involve some readingsfromthe
Bible, so youwill need to have access to areliable and accurate version of the Bible - onetha
containsscholarly trandations rather than edifying paraphrases, of theorigind texts.

Copies of satisfactory versionsare available in Norlin library, but thesmplest solution, if
you do nothave a scholarly trandation, isto read the Bible online A very goodlocation for doing
tha is http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/kjv.browse.html

Lectures

In alater section of this syllabus topics and relevant readingsare listed, togdaher with an
approximate indication of when those topics will be covered. Y ou should do the readings in
advance, and then think about the issues, S0 tha when an oppotunity arisesin alecture to set out
your opinion ontheissuein question, you are prepared to offer a thoughtful view, alongwith your
reasons for thinking that your view is correct.

Lectures will often incorporate a mini critical thinking session, in which we discuss some
controversial issue When thisisthe case, thetopic to bediscussed will beannouned in the
preceding lecture, and you should cometo class prepared to advance aview ontheissue anda
reason for your view.

Lectures and I-Clickers

Oneof the advantages of theuse of i-clickersisthat it enables people to express opinionson
topics where they might be otherwise hesitant to do so Bfor example, on very controversial topics Dif
everyonein theclass then knew what their views were on tha topic. Thei-clicker program, however,
asit ispresently set up, recordsall theanswerstha are given, so tha there will bearecord on my
laptop. Butif you donot register youri-clicker, tha record will notbe connected in any way with
your name. Consquently, my recommenddionisthis:

Do NOT register your i-clicker, unless you are forced to do so because of another class that you
are currently taking. (If you have already registered your i-clicker, just de-register it.)

Even if you areforced to register your i-clicker because of another class tha you are taking
wherei-clickers are used to check on class participation, of for testing, | will still not have any



knowledgeof youranswers, since | will notbedownloading thefile tha correlates names with i-
clickerstha have been registered. Butif you would prefer to removeall possibility of your answvers
beng known by anyonein the case of some of themore controversia questionsand issues tha we
will bediscussing, simply refrain from answering those questions.

Recitation Sections

Recitation sectionswill begin on Friday, Augug 31, and you should come to thefirst
meeting with a downloaded copy of Exercise 1. The schedule, and thetopic for each recitation, is
set outbdow. Weeks 2 through5 will be devoted to the presentation of critical thinking material.
Subsequent weeks will then take theform of debaes or discussions As preparation for those
discussions and debates, you should begin by doing al of the assigned reading for therelevant topic.
Then you should try to arrive at aview ontheissueto bediscussed or debated, and you should come
to therecitation prepared bath to state your own view, and to arguein suppot of it.

It ispossible tha i-clickers may beused in some recitations If so, you will beinformed
aboutthis later.

Course Work

Y our gradein this course will be based uponsix exercises, two essay-writing exercises (each
involving two pats), afind examination, paticipaion as a debater in onedebae in therecitation
sections and full attendance at the other recitation debates.

Please note the following very important points:

(1) All assignments are to be downloaded from the Philosophy 1100 website, which is
http://spot.Colorado.EDU/~tooley/Philosophy1100Current.html.

(2) You should download Exercise 1, and bring it to the recitation on Friday, August 31.

(3) All assignments are to be handed in at the beginning of your recitation section on Fridays.

(4) Late assignments are to be handed in at the lecture the following Monday. The policy
concerning late assignments is set out below.

(5) Whenever you hand in an assignment, you should bring a downloaded copy of the next
assignment to that recitation, since that is when the assignment will be explained and
discussed.

Web Sites for Philosophy 1100
My own home pageis. http://spot.Colorado.EDU/~tooley/
Course materials are poged for this course on thefollowing web site:
http://spot.Colorado.EDU/~tooley/Philosophy1100Current.html

Those course materialsindudethefollowing: (1) the exercises, and essay assignments and
ingructions (2) acourse syllabus (3) a course ovaview; (4) lecture materia relevant to the
exercises; (5) some lectures on afew other topics; (6) afind examinaion handout and (7) some
additiond readingsfor the course.




Exercises

Exercise 1: Thelnfalibility of theBible. (5%)
Duedae: Friday, September 7
Exercise 2: Morality andtheBible. (5%)
Duedae: Friday, September 14
Exercise 3: Validity. (5%)
Duedae: Friday, September 21
Exercise 4: Inference-Indicators andtheLogical Structure of Arguments. (5%)
Duedae: Friday, September 28
Exercise 5: Andyzing a More Complex Argument. (5%)
Duedae: Friday, Octobe 5
Exercise 6: TheTechniqueof Counerexamples. (5%)
Duedae: Friday, Octobe 12

The Essay-Writing Exercises
First Essay: A 10001200word essay on atopic chosen fromalist of topics. (20%)
Sub-assignments:

(a) Yourbasic thesis, your central suppoting argument, and oneimportant objection tha you will
address. (5%)

Duedae: Friday, Octobea 19
(b) Thecompleted essay. (15%)
Duedae: Friday, November 9

Second Essay: A 1000-1200word essay on atopic chosen from alist of topics. (20%)
Sub-assignments:

(a) Yourbasic thesis, your central suppoting argument, and oneimportant objection tha you will
address. (5%)

Duedae: Friday, November 16
(b) Thecompleted essay. (15%)
Duedae: Friday, December 7
Recitation Debates

In learningto think critically aboutissues, amongthe mog crudal habitsthat oneneedsto
develop are thefollowing: (1) the habit of getting very clear aboutall of theimportant alternative
views onagiven issue; (2) the habit of attempting to offer good reasons for onés own views; (3)
the habit of seeking out, and then carefully consdering, themos important objections to onés own
views.



These habits of thinking, like any habits, can only be acquired through practice, and the
debaes tha we will behaving in therecitation sectionswill play acrudal rolein tha regard.

Participation as a Debater: Each student will take part in onein-class debate, for which it is
crucial tha onebeontime. Onewill then submit awritten, 200-300word summary of one® own
contributionto that debate. Tha summary isto behandel in at therecitation section the week after
the debate. (8%)

Attendance at Debates: Attendance at debates involving formal presentationsby other studentsis
compulsory, and attendance at all debaesisworth atotal of 2%. One-hdf apercentage point will
bededuded fromthat 2% for each unexcused absence from adebae. (2%)

Final Examination
There will beatwo and onehdf hour, closed bookexaminaion on Mondg, December 17th,
10:30am. B1:00 p.m. in Atlas 100. (20%)
Policy on Late Assignments

(1) If youare nat goingto beable to handin an assignment by theduedate, you need to contact the
person who is teaching your recitation section - tha is, either Kristin Demetriou
(Kristin.Demetriou@Colorado.EDU), Blake Andrews (blake ta@yahoo.com), or Nick Westmiles
(nicholas.westmiles@gmail.com).

(2) This should bedoneno later than thetime at which theassignment isdue
(3) Thepesonin question will decidewhether there is an adequate reason for late submission.

(4) If it isdetermined that there is an adequée reason for late submission, supporting
documentation - such as amedica note - will generally berequired, andit should be provided as
soonas possible.

(5) If there is no adequae reason why you were unable to complete the assignment by the time of
thebeginning of therecitation onthe duedate, theassignment may be handed in at the lecture the
following Mondgy, but it will receive only half credit. No credit will be given for assignments tha
are handeal in any later than thd, unlessthere is an adequéae excuse for the lateness.

Schedule for Recitations

Augug 31: Introdudion, and Discussion of Exercise 1

September 7: Critical Thinking: The Concept of Validity

September 14: Critica Thinking: Inference Indicators

September 21: Critical Thinking: Extracting Arguments

September 28: Critical Thinking: Counterexamples

Octobe 5: Debae 1: EverythingintheBibleis True

Octobe 12: Debae 2: TheBibleis Always Righton Mora Matters

Octobe 19: Debae 3: Unmarried People Should Not Engagein Sexud Intercourse

Octobe 26: Debae 4: The Enjoyment of Pornogaphyis Mordly Wrong



November 2: Debae 5: Homosexud Sex isMorally Wrong

November 9: Debae 6: Voluntary Active Euthanasia Should Remain Illegd
November 16: Debae 7: Some Non-Human Animals Have SeriousMoral Rights
November 23: Thanksgiving Week

Novembe 30: Debae 8: TheCloning of Humans Should Never Be Permitted
Decembe 7: Debae 9: Abortionis Murder

Decembe 14: Find Review Session

Note: Asthaewill beat mog 26 peoplein each recitation section, and each debae will require
four presenters, there will be only seven debaes, so tha two of the debae sessionswill take the
form of discussions rather than prepared debates. Thedivisioninto debaes versusdiscussions will
bebased uponthe availability of people on both sides of thetopic, and ontheinterest in thetopic.

Topics and Required Readings

Thetopicsto becovered in this course, dongwith therequired readings are given bdow.
Thedaesin paentheses indicate thelectures that will probably be devoted to each topic. However,
it may benecessary to modfy this schedule dightly, depending uponclass interest in thevarious
topics. You should attempt to complete a significant part of thereadingsassigned for a given topic
before thefirst classin which tha topic is to be covered.

For some of the topics, readings are listed that are either froman earlier version of
Applying Ethics, or else from Matters of Life and Death, edited by Tom Regan. Those readingswill
be placed on e-reserve.

I. Introductory Material: Critical Thinking, Meta-Ethics, Philosophy, and
Religion (August 29 - September 10)

Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "TheWill of God", in chgpter 1 of Applying Ethics, pages 12-13.
Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Good Reasoning" - chapter 2 of Applying Ethics, pages 54-73.
Supplementary Readings

Tom Regan, section 1 of chgpter 1 - "Introdudion” - of Matters of Life and Death, pages 1-3.

Tom Regan, "Meta-Ethics' - sections2 through6 of chapter 1 of Matters of Life and Death, pages
3-12.

II. Classical Theories in Normative Ethics (September 12)
Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Mora Reasons' - chgpter 1 of Applying Ethics, pages 2-22.
Aristotle, "Moral Virtu€', in Applying Ethics, pages 22-33.

Immanud Kant, "Respect for Persons', in Applying Ethics, pages 34-40.

John Stuart Mill, "Utilitarianism", in Applying Ethics, pages 40-45.

Anndte Baier, "TheNeed for More than Judice", in Applying Ethics, pages 45-53.



Supplementary Reading

Tom Regan, "Normative Ethics' - sections7 through 20 of chapter 1 of Matters of Life and Death,
pages 12-29.

III. Sexual Morality (September 17 - September 24)
Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Sexud Morality" - chgpter 3 of Applying Ethics, pages 76-86.
Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Case Presentations' in chapter 3 of Applying Ethics, pages 119126

Readingsfrom the Bible: Exodus, chapters 20-23; Leviticus, chapters 18-20, Deuteronomy, chapters
21-22;1 Samud, chapter 15; Matthew, chapter 5, verses 27-32; chapter 15, verses 19-20; chegpter 19,
verses 3-12; Mark, chgpter 10, verses 2-12; Ephesians, chgpter 5, verses 21-33; Romans, chapter 1,
verses 18-32.

"TheVatican Declaration on Sexud Ethics' (1975 (See course web site)
Roge Scruton, "Sexud Mordlity", in Applying Ethics, pages 86-92.
Alan H. Goldman, "Plain Sex", in Applying Ethics, pages 93-104.

IV. Homosexuality (September 26 — October 3)
Michael Levin, "Why Homosexudity is Abnomal", in Applying Ethics, pages 104110,
Timothy F. Murphy, "Homosexudity and Nature", in Applying Ethics, pages 111-118

V. Pornography (October 8 - October 10)

Thecurrent edition of Applying Ethics does not Bfor reasonsknown only to theeditors B
cove thistopic. Thefollowing readingsare from an earlier edition of Applying Ethics, and are
available on e-reserve.

Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Pornogaphy" - chapter 4 of Applying Ethics, pages 123133
Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Case Presentations' in chapter 4 of Applying Ethics, pages 165170

Walter Berns "Beyondthe (Garbage) Pale, or Democracy, Censorship and the Arts', in Applying
Ethics, pages 133136

Ann Garry, "Pornography and Respect for Women", in Applying Ethics, pages 137-144

JudgeJerome Frank, "Dissenting Opinion in United States v. Roth", in Applying Ethics, pages 145
154.

David A. J. Richards "The Moral Theory of Free Speech and Obscenity Law", in Applying Ethics,
pages 155165.

V1. Suicide and Euthanasia (October 15 — October 24)

A. Suicide
Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Euthanasia' - chapter 5 of Applying Ethics, pages 178192



Supplementary Reading
Tom Beauchamp, "Suicide' - chapter 3 of Matters of Life and Death, pages 69-120.

B. Euthanasia

Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Euthanasia' - chapter 5 of Applying Ethics, pages 178192

Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Case Presentations' in chagpter 5 of Applying Ethics, pages 222-227.
J. Gay-Williams, "TheWrongfulness of Euthanasia’, in Applying Ethics, pages 192196

James Rachels, "Active and Passive Euthanasid’, in Applying Ethics, pages 196-200.
PhilippaFoot, "Euthanasid’, in Applying Ethics, pages 200-216.

Richard Brandt, "A Moral Prindple aboutKilling", in Applying Ethics, pages 216-222.
Supplementary Reading

James Rachels, "Euthanasid" - chgpter 2 of Matters of Life and Death, pages 30-68.

VII. The Moral Status of Animals (October 29 - November 12)

Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Animal Rights and Environmental Ethics' - chapter 11 of Applying
Ethics, pages 452-464

Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Case Presentations' in chapter 11 of Applying Ethics, pages 501-505
Peter Singe, "All Animals Are Equd”, in Applying Ethics, pages 464-476.

Tom Regan, "TheCase for Anima Rights’, in Applying Ethics, pages 477-485.

Paul W. Taylor, "TheEthics of Respect for Nature”, in Applying Ethics, pages 485496

William F. Baxter, "People or Penguins', in Applying Ethics, pages 497-501.

Supplementary Reading

Peter Singe, "Animals andtheValueof Life" - chapter 8 of Matters of Life and Death, pages 280
321.

VIII. Human Cloning (November 14)

Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Human Cloning and Stem Cell Research" - chgpter 6 of Applying
Ethics, pages 228 237.

Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Case Presentations' in chapter 6 of Applying Ethics, pages 284292
LeonR. Kass, "TheWisdomof Repugnance”, in Applying Ethics, pages 238-250.

Michael Tooley, "Mora Statusof Cloning Humans', in Applying Ethics, pages 251-263.

Bonnie Steinbod, "TheMorality of Killing Human EmbryoSQ in Applying Ethics, pages 263-274.

Paul Lauritzen, Cstem Cells, Biotechnology, and Human Rights: Implicationsfor a Posthuman
FutureQ in Applying Ethics, pages 274284



IX. Abortion (November 26 - December 12)

Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Abortion" - chgpter 4 of Applying Ethics, pages 127-138

Olen, Barry, and Van Camp, "Case Presentations' in chapter 4 of Applying Ethics, pages 173-177.
JohnT. Noona, "An Almog Absolute Valuein History", in Applying Ethics, pages 138143
Judith Jarvis Thomson, "A Defense of Abortion”, in Applying Ethics, pages 143-155.

Mary AnneWarren, "On theMoral and Legd Statusof Abortion", in Applying Ethics, pages 155
66.

Rosalind Hursthoug, "Virtue Theory and Abottion”, in Applying Ethics, pages 166-73,
Supplementary Reading

Jod Feinbeag and Barbara Baum Levenbook,"Abortion" - chgpter 6 of Matters of Life and Death,
pages 195234.

Disability Statement

If you qudify for accommodaionsbecause of adisability please submt to me aletter from
Disability Services by thefind drop dae of September 12, so tha your needs may be addressed.
Disability Services determines accommodaionsbased on doaumented disabilities (303-4928671,
Willard 322, www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices).

Course Plagiarism Policy

Each student is expected to submit his or her own origind work for each exercise, essay, and
find exam. (Theonly exception conaernsthe debaes, where students are encouraged to work
togdher.)

Theuse of essays and other material downloaded from the Internet is obvioudy a serious
case of plagiarism. But, in general, any subgantial use of material from any source mug beclearly
acknowledged, and any ideas should be expressed in onés own words

A first violation of this plagiarism policy, the University Honor Code and/or the Honor
Codepledgeshown bdow will result in agrade of zero for therelevant piece of work, and, in
accordance with University requirements, will have to bereported. In addition, if tha first violation
isespeciadly seriousbsuch as the copying of a whole doaument Btheresult will beafailinggrade
for thecourse asawhole.

A secondviolation will result in afailing gradefor the course asawhole.
Honor Code Pledge

@Dn my honot as a University of Colorado at Boulder student, | have neither given nor received
unauthorized assistance on thiswork.O



