History 1010-100: Western Civilization to the

Seventeenth Century
‘Fall 2010 -- Professor Lester

Lecture 1: Introductions: The World and the West
-- From “Pre-History” to “History”
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1. What do we mean by Western Civilization? — The Course and syllabus
2. The Measure of Humankind (homo sapiens sapiens)

3. From Paleolithic Age to Neolithic Revolution (ca. 8000 BC)




“The West" in Perspective
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History Pre-History and the Measure of Human Kind

History is generally considered the study of written culture.

Pre-History b the study of material culture left by those with no written
culture.

Measure of Human Kind:

1) Neanderthal man to homo sapiens sapiens (modern humans) b
a biological change ca. 40,000 BCE

2) Arevolution in farming and settlement patterns = the Neolithic
Revolution, ca. 8000 BCE (give or take a thousand years)



Flint Hand-Axe (Paleolithic Period).




Stone Figurine of a Woman (Paleolithic Period)




Paleolithic Wall Painting from Laxcaux Caves




Paleolithic Wall Painting from Laxcaux Caves
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The Fertile Crescent in the Ancient Near East
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