Philosophy 1400

Cleland

STUDY QUESTIONS #1

(The Criterion of Verification)

 I. Ayer


 A. What is Ayer's objection to metaphysics? Be sure to explain what he means by "metaphysics". What are some examples of metaphysical claims?


 B. Paying close attention to the following technical terminology (which you should use and explain), carefully explain Ayer's "criterion of verifiability" (p.7).


 i. factually significant vs. emotionally significant

 ii. verify

 iii. sentence vs. proposition

 iv. practical verifiability vs. verifiability in principle

 v. strong verifiability vs. weak verifiability

 vi. tautology


 C. According to the criterion of verifiability, metaphysical statements are meaningless. Why? Do you believe that this is true? Explain.


 D. Do scientific laws such as "All copper expands when heated" and mathematical truths such as ''2 + 2 = 4"? satisfy the criterion of verifiability? Be sure to carefully explain your answer.


 E. Ayer's intention is to distinguish scientific from non-scientific claims, and to establish that science has a privileged position among all other intellectual inquiries. Explain how the principle of verification is supposed to achieve all of this.


 F. Critically evaluate Ayer's criterion of verifiability: Do you think he is right? Does he really escape Wittgenstein and Bradley's objections? Be sure to explain aid defend your answers.

