Study Question 6

(The Methodology of Historical Science)

I. Why does Cleland believe that neither Baconian Inductivism nor Popperian falsificationism provides an adequate account of scientific methodology?

a. Explain the difference between historical research and experimental research.  Be sure to use examples to illustrate explanation

b. Explain why some people believe that historical science is inferior to experimental science.

c. What reasons does Cleland give for believing that neither Baconian Inductivism nor Popperian falsificationism provides an adequate account of experimental science.  Do you agree? Be sure to defend with argumentation. 

i. Carefully explain Baconian Inductivism and Popperian falsificationism. 

II. Does Cleland believe in the unity of scientific methodology—that there is one method that all good scientists use to test their hypotheses? Explain your answer.  Do you believe she is right?  Be sure to defend with argumentation. 

a. Explain the ways in which historical research are supposed to differ from experimental research

III. Explain how the causal asymmetry of overdetermination is supposed to explain the difference in research practice between historical researchers and experimental researches.  Do you think Cleland is right?  Be sure to defend with argumentation. 

a. Carefully explain the causal asymmetry of overdetermination

b. Explain how causal asymmetry of overdetermination explains the practice of historical science. 

c. Explain how the causal asymmetry of overdetermination explains the practice of experimental science.  

