I_f one guy trips, would it be :
like a bunch of dominges?

STUDY QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1. Bearing the concept of cognitive frameworks in mind, watch a story on the news
or read a story in the newspaper. Consider how someone with different cognitive
frameworks might interpret the story differently. Try this approach for both
national and international news items.

2 Think of an example of how a politician has framed a news story so that the pub-
lic reached a conclusion that the politician desired. What skills are necessary to
be a critical consumer of the news? Do you have these skills?

CHAPTER 12

3. Considering that most news outlets are commercial enterprises, what makes one
news story preferable to another?

4. How can the journalistic norm of objectivity and the dramatic imperative lead to lnternatiollal P T
| olitics

distortions of the news?

5. What is the mutual exploitation model, and how do economic forces and self- Apoca’ypse NOW aﬂd Then

interest drive the media and elites to choose to cater to each other's needs?

WI‘ES TO EXPLORE )

http://mediamatters.org. Media Matters for America is a Web site devoted to
exposing conservative bias in the news.

www.americanpressinstitute.org. The American Press Institute is a Web site
created by newspaper publishers for the training and development of journal-
ists and news outlets.

i awrsa;ger o.f .time before you get the rest of the
y world politics works, as every kid learns ear]
Y

www.comedycentral.com/shows/the_daiIy_show/index.jhtml. This is the Web
site for “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart,” a parody of the day's political news.

www.comedycentra|.com/shows/the_,colbert_report/index.jhtml. This is the
Web site for “The Colbert Report,” a parody of political news pundits.

www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/psnews.html. “Political Science Resources: News
Media" is the University of Michigan Library Document Center’s list of links
related to the news media.

stor TR
www.mediaresearch.org. Media Research Center is a Web site devoted to number of novels, films, television y of war and it is impossible to count or categorize t

he
cartoons that are about war, Quick
s gifted readers, quick, name Johr;
was pretty lame for a Disney flick, but it

: miniseries, and children’s
that is not about war. For our les
cartoons about war. Mulan!

exposing liberal bias in the news. name a John Wayne movie
Wayne, Even Disney makes
was about a very real war,

W
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POLITICS IN
PRACTICE

BOARD GAMES AND WORLD POLITICS,
NOT SO RIDICULOUS

Checkers, chess, Stratego, Risk, Go, Barbie Dream
Date—even before we get to the bloodthirsty first-
person computer games or all the contact sports played
by big hairy guys running around in a stadium, it some-
times seems as if every game is about war. And many
people say we should take these games seriously.
Playing war warps the minds of the vulnerable, like
children, the mentally incompetent, and professors.
Some even believe we should run around and panic
before these insidious games bring society crashing
down around our ears. We will leave it up to you, though,
to choose which threat to the foundations of society
you wish to panic over.

Aside from training Kids for all those career paths
that are dependent on frantically pushing buttons with
your thumbs, these combat and conflict games can
provide valuable insights into the politics of interna-

tional relations. The |

: on bal

fy stability in the internation: [sy_%;g m,

1 ts of leadership change, and the possibility
that human innovation will prevent effective forecast:

ing of international politics. The ICONNS simulation af
the University of Maryland and the decision board 4
Texas A&M University have been used to explore
dynamics of decision making regarding war, peace
and foreign policy. Onfine gaming environments a
now used to study everything from the nature of per
sonal identity to the formation of communities aroung
conflicts. i

So maybe there is some value in all those wa
games.

CAUSES OF WaAR

With all the film and fiction

chapter would rain down on
problem is, the

Yaboﬁ. Uo.?

Still, despite all the attention it gets, war is rare, If you consider all of the combina-
tions of countries in the world that couldm at each other on any given day, the
number that are actually dropping bombs and launching missiles is almost zero. War is
so rare that the political scientists trying to find out what factors are associated with war
actually had to develop, borrow, and steal new statistical techniques to try to distinguish
the characteristics of that tiny fraction of countries that are fighting from the vast pool
of countries that are at peace. Most of international nolitics_is.actually about coopera-
tion, trade travel _mail delivery, telephone service, environmental regulation, and the
brutal suppression of guys inventing cars that run on switch grass.* These cooperative
aspects of international politics are all far more common than war. We all know some-
onte like that guy, Larry, who lives down the street. One day he is filling his Hummer's
gas tank with lawn mower clippings and the next day Exxon's international commandos
are flying the UN's black Stealth helicopters into town. They haul Larry off to an asylum
in Tonga and his vehicle has to be towed away because it “doesn’t run” anymore. We all
have, or had, neighbors like that. It happens all the time. While it may be extreme to
claim that impossible international conspiracies are far more common than war, it is dif-
ficult to_emphasize how rare war actually is in the international scheme of things. Still,
when it comes to international politics, most of the history, news, movies, books, and
computer games are about war,_so war seems like a good plaan
of international politics. Remember, however, war is only the starting place.

— —

is that war is so horrible th

The obvioys solution j
ion s to understand eac
andeend folk dancers on world tours oter e
€ problem with the who '
ble 2y YRRt Ole wars-are-accidents thaory it
b Lot Pl : ory is that it is about ac p! i-
look at the reality of politics T el S e

Communicate more effectively,

ously, it only takes a quick

wars usually occur between neigh-
te well and have more in ééhmén
f war were al| just a matter of cul-
hanges actually help? After an hour

*\What exactly is switch grass anyway?
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of Bulgarian folk disco, most of the audience will be screaming for a tank or a bomb,
anything to make it stop. Soccer, which many Europeans consider to be the pinnacle of
—_— ) ) y and Germ
modern cultural exchange, actually. triggered.a war o Central America.' Wars as a
clash of cultures may be a catchy thing to say and an easy thing to believe—after all,
Canadians are just so, well, Canadian—but ultimately the idea is like connecting flatizn
increased outbreaks of insanity with the full meon. When there is a war, cultural differ- Stablish
ences are the noticeable things that our minds latch on to and we fail to notice all' the
cultoral differences that exist between countries that do not go to war. And while the
fear of an accidental nuclear war was—and to some degree still is—very real, war is no
_accident.
—The ¢ choice:to. go to war is consciously and rationally. made by at least one of the
participants and even when.a war appears.to.be an accidental cascade of events trig- Y
gbred V'by TS r a gross miscalculation, those appearances are usually abll0gall %%Qggtw&o f i s
Qeceiving. To say that the affissination of a minor archduke from a fading imperial WORLD WAR | WAS i SRR T e
power explains why World War | started is like saying that the second cigarette on June N
5, 1598, caused Aunt Lulu’s Tung cancer. Even if you could pin down the moment that
that first one of Lulu’s lung cells became cancerous, even if you could figure out which
puff of smoke did it, was that single thing really the cause? What about all the cartons
of cigarettes before that one drag, or the countless Virginia Slims that followed that one Y . :
s o D8N Accident arose-from the. fact. -+ In short, theguhole
eiRsNg fack that World. War. i was unp|
B 1D €asant,

world to create 3 global

overned envi passes enough of the

. t. As a result, anarchy i =
: e , ch
rlying dynamic of International politics ?thjz TOSJ[ Sy

Tassumed to be the und

, 5
'

«the i T8
Er??;;%:nd Y !lter?twe has a parallel in the early stud
+ W Can explain why. As s the case for just aboyt

see that the.
Y of international iti
rible ) politics and,
grade you got on the last exam—there is a reas everything—other than the hor-
on

puff? What about all those asbestos sculptures she made for the local grade school art
fairs? The causes of cancer are complex, often subtle, and often the result of things that The Horror, the Ho ' s
’ rror s Y

accumulate over time. -
‘War is often the same way. We can often spot a visible, often dramatic, initial event.

| . Wars start with the blitzlmsg\ﬁf Poland, a declaration of independence, or John Wayne _ t to come to
saying something like “to hell with the border, they stole my beer,” but are any of those diers and societies syft re both initiateq by the horrific e lonal poli-
s suffered in World War | Xperiences that th
- It probably i €56l

i ! the actual reasons why the war occurred? The dynamics that actually cause the war are
far more intricate and complex than the event that sparked the conflagration,

s .
rs”h 1.the P?Ot Possible to overstate the

BACK TO ANARCHY

With all the killing and primitive, savage brutality we see in battle, it is easy to think of
war in terms of cavemen crushing each other’s skulls with clubs. To the relief of every-
cne who has to study this chapter for a test, the easy way of approaching the subject
is also the best way. The predominant theoretical framework that underlies most stud-
ies of war and intemationéi'politicé is essentially the academic version of the caveman
stories we used back in chapter 3 to talk about anarchy and the reasons for govern-

ment. The effects of an_anarchical ironment on_behavior, the,security dilemma,
alliances, the:tragedy of the commons—reme all those conce ts? We could almos
=Buid this section by repeating the beginning of the book and referring tc a few good 7 *The clothes are even th

3 . . i € same.
flicks: Take Mad Max'® and The Road Warrior'®—replace the barbarian motorcycle gang "Realism is a specific theory 21:". o

G R % ] i ¥ Internati, i -
with the Visigoths sacking the corpse of the Roman Empire and you could be in a his- We all understand that rnational politics and is different from a commorn.

et Your horrible grad mMon-language
at is left of your professor’s e must have had something to do with understanding of the word

alien brain
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rds each other, fight in the open, have some hope of winning
when they attacked and then retreat back to a camp after a day or. at most, a few days
of fighting. War used to consist primarily of lots of marching and camping, with a few
frantic moments of blood and death mixed in, but in World War |, the battle became
constant. Maghine guns were so effective at defending territory that generals dared not
give -up-any ground on the battlefield. If they let the troops retreat out of machine-gun
range even just for the night, they might never recover that lost acreage. As a result,
the cgmmangers_ had to kee ir men out _qnu_“tne;_.]fj:g;l,dﬁggie,nm;mgz@wg‘ne all the

time. battle | e constant The war devolved into a defensive stalemate where
“armies fought, pretty much around the clock, for years on end.

The technological advance of the machine gun was key, but there were several other
tactors that, when combined with the new guns, made World War | the most hellish war
sver fought. Machine guns killed at an astounding rate. They poured out ammunition
0 fast that the only way soldiers could even hope to survive in battle was to dig in, and
to stay down in a trench. So the soldiers fought arourx rom huge trenches.
These trenches were twenty feet oﬁore deep and after

& first couple months of the
war they zigzagged their way across a good chunk of Europe. Now, as any wino can tell
you, living in a ditch is miserable enoug

h. byt the climate of Western Europe made life
in the trenches absolutely unbearable. It was bitter!

y cold and wet, and that was in the
summer, It does not take much thought to figure out what happens when you live in
deep trenches exposed to constant, cold rain. You are knee deep in icy mud. Your
leather boots rot from your feet and your feet themselves are rotting. Further, it is hard
to control sewage. Those horrible conditions and the infections they foster, combined
with primitive medical treatments, meant that f

; he slightest wound was likely to be fatal.
In fact, 'mpre'”SOId'iéré"Hi'ea'f"r’dﬁ'n"ff” isease and infection than were kifled directly from
my fiPE T etatistic is made all the more remarka

to be able to march towa

® firEan & by the sheer number of
men killed by bullets.

Still, as miserable as a cold, muddy, sewage-filled ditch sounds, if you are a soldier,
down in that trench is where you want to be and where you want to stay. The enemy's
machine guns are always waiting, waiting for your leaders to issue that order to climb
over the top and attack. Compounding the lethality of the machine gun was the lack of
any kind of tacj_igg,l,lund_@cggg@gg_‘iﬂg‘gf_h(gw‘j[_be new, weapon had mqugg_ﬁkwm&e

of battle. In World War I, what little understanding of war the leaders of either side had

dated from an earlier era, where guns were slow to fire and, as often as not, the guns
were most deadly when the pointy bayonet on the end was used like a spear. The com-
manders, particularly the British penerals, used nineteenin= tury tactics, repeatedly
ordering their troops to_charge | ose machine guns.
Soldiers were sent climbing over barbed wire and dead bodies, running at the enemy
while the machine guns just fired away. If a soldier was lucky enough to survive the
charge, then he got to jump into the enemy's :c?é%'gﬁw%nd flghhahdtohand ‘Mos;t his-

tories of World War | will emphasize how man

y soldiers died because their command- & 4

e . i, .
rs simply did not appreciate that the nature of war had changed
ed. 4

o There is yet z-..mother aspect of World War | that sho
trer;"lfhthetexperience was for the soidier. Even h
, aut of sigh i l

. -|rg t of the machine guns, you were not safe. There was th

trench. But tg ange mortars, which at any time could dro évFi;é;%?"iir**;’E’gOﬂ'?t?nt .

rench. But troops could build sandbag shelters to e e

e, Bt build sandbag shelters to deal with vl
ﬂﬁed With‘,_mrj;zigecr of fighting in World War | was when thosett:o::xploswes. =
__higmy L e ﬁas l‘nstead of- explosives. Mustard gas, not actualIyarosi;helIS Wer'e
iy ”ké mha“eavc;er'than air and when it settled down into the trepn ;O”O_US’ .
oot : ng drain cleaner. It killed by eating away the lini o o
y drowning you as the fluid from your bloo ot e Tt

take hours t d seeped into your |
o slowly suffocate, as you writhed in agony from tﬁe ch:;gi;:tbwowd. Oiten
urns inside

your chest. Even if you mana
ged to get your . :
of those trenches gas mask on in time, imagine sitting |
n friend qext ‘Fo someone who did not. Imagine sitti gine s:ttl.ng in cne
nd of yours died like that, ng through the night while

unkered down in the sewage-filled

All Quiet on the Western Front?

There is little doubt
N u tat .Word War | wWas g horrible experience for the soldiers, but it
social and political strd : Sd@uhistory have had so profo '
s 0 J;;;ltiliildztructures o world. The primary reasF;n thl-;ﬂijrﬁ :::jct.?.” the
British, the predornin;r;tsmdy of war and international politics was its ei‘fectSUCh e
ticularly the field offi academics of the time. The officers in the British e
the war. These mon icers down in the trenches—were elites who had been ; rTy_Par—
] S th:’;’ iv’th: :fu;atzdbsons of wealthy or otherwise importa:ﬂt tpe:c:rli;o
’ 5 rvived necame —— )
also h professors, polit .
Forati :!ffzztdm?fy have been the most traumatic of exper?encgans’ 200 artigts. The
officers, the hell of the World ) ’
malcy of Londo i orld War | battlefield was so cl
gt a four-ciay na(;mmt;uses and afternoon tea that it was unbearable CAC:]SE;Q e ner
front to the coait Sﬁ—o ten as frequently as every month—and hitch- a '3 oo coule
e s LOndon,fo”r: a ferr)lf across the English Channel, catch the trair:I f(:oz:ogl o
upper. In a matter of h ; o¥en
the sewage-fi ; . ours, you could leave the
like normgal ;x”?swdfhes befind and be back home where everyone r;:stird eb
endhescoriiens yiyusvifa;trer you were back on the train to that cold, wet daerarzlll;ghoﬂ
. e one of the lucky f h ! ! e
next month, you mi Y tew who managed to survive
Wi ygu kr?;fi;gs#tanother four-day pass, but even while you weret:irol"fgh b
the trenches for more thar: Wfas probably the last time you would see her. Suf\.ﬁ:/rilf tpfa
. i a few months was not at i =RUIVIMITI (D
asingle day's battle to slaughter tens of thousana all likely. It was not unheard of for

i . ds of soldiers. It was
r trhe odies of the people you had just been standingngixl‘tmtl:)s'uaitf‘a[o
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I | Some of the effort to find
l | peace at any cost may
‘ have even helped bring
L . about the World War II, a

world war that was bi
than the first. sl

trenches. It was c&hmogalac to;‘ﬁm‘gwments to ber__ Bgd out when charging at
the enemy trenches. Yet with a four-day pass, you S could all of the sudden be back
home. This cycling back and forth between normalcy and what was perhaps the most

miserable wartime experience ever. It was almost worse than being thrown into the
trenches for the duration. Hurnans have the ability to hunker down and endure misery.

Prisoners of war, concentration camps, and slavery all offer examples of people's abil-
ome numb to horrendous circumstances and adjust to endure the wors‘t of

ity to bec
conditions. The problem for the British ©
minds and spirits managed to grow numb to the horrors of war, a four-day pass and a

quick trip home prought back for them what was supposed to be normal and reminded
them all over again just how horrific the trenches were
Then, next month, just as they were getti
if they were still allve

published a small,
isicl8

Twenty

stood if we setaside the i
i
From about 1920 argued that L rteal. ——

_World War | traumatized British society. as.a
positions in the elite social circles of British soczety They became authors and schol- ated with another classic scholar.t

na and political history and t

“With evang ncai dete‘rmmatlon
during the interwar period and the scholars, even the diplomats of this period, were

obsessed with the quest to find a peaceful world. This quest shaped the study of inter-

national politics to this very day.

One result of the obsession with preventing another warld war was 2 body of acas
demic $ m and theory that i referred to as idealism. Beyond the quest for
“Deace, there are two clear aspects to this experience and obsession that show up in the

I politics. The first is the behef that conflict of any sort is bad.

D 0‘9 early study of internationa
p “} Conflict is treated as you would treat a disease, and this is part of what sociologist '
of Social Conﬂict 7 The second i

W Lewis Coser was reacting to when he wrote Functions ;
is the belief that no_r: ratlonal leader wou!d choose 10 >_destruction 5

fiwar strain in much'of the'ﬂctton =Zbout war, but you
ar in the titles of the two most prommeﬂt
W

can also stlll see the \deallst drive to end W

academlg,;vmur _SF
Research nd The Joumai al.o

seek securlty in

e
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the dynamics of anarchy. Every realist theory of why things happen starts with
"we have an anarchical environment, therefore. .. ."

3. Power is the fundamental resource to be pursued. While we are treating the pur-
“Suit of power as a separate assump ion of réalist theory, you could also argue
that it is a result of the anar ion. In the anarchical environment,
power, or the ability to do something, is all that is required to do whatever it is

=that the unitary rational state thinks needs doing. All other needs, wants, or
FESires, particularly the most important and primary concern of security, can
then be attained with power.

teenage kids at a card table moving p ic armies around a cardboard map. Each indi-
vidual player is a country and the goal is always to gain more power, usually repre-
sented by more territory, for which you need more armies. Within the rules of how
armies mave and congyer, there is no referee to force the players to keep agreements
they make with one another. If you have the power to take out someone and grab all of

promised you would not anni-

peace and promise to

The result is a simplified.imag international politics that is remarkably similar to

““have a sleepover with fuzzy slippers with the Soviet Union, and then turn around and

attack themn a few months later without any referee stepping in. The only repercussions
are those the Soviet Union can find the power to inflict on Germany. Hitler had the
tanks to attack, and in the end, the only thing that stopped German troops short of the
Urals was the fact that Stalin had enough men with guns to stop the Panzers.

eal about inter-
national politics, let’s look at how realism gives us two s and two strategies. for

forming alliances that help understand how the: ' might be ratit

Opportunity
If you think back to our stories about the bullies and geeks fighting over fish on the
deserted isle, there is one obvious reason why someone in an anarchical environment

would choose to go bers%gwtake out someone else—opportunity. The bully beats
up the geek bEEE0ee The half-evolvad BrEtEHETTESE mm%e his power and
take the fish. The impg_}iton of realism, the assumption that power is the pri-
mary, res osbespursued.ing Siig after gains When the opportu-
ity agises. You can repeatedly see this in both the explanations offered for the start of
wars and in the way they play out. Take for example the whole idea 0fg§;§£§ﬂ$@¥~

which translated from German literally means “living space.” The expansion of Nazi
Germany was often discussed or justified by the Germans as the need to find this liv-
ing space for their growing population and they used their military power to take advan-
tage of opportunities to accomplish it. Czechoslovakia, which had almost no army in

P ——
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Figure 12.1 israel and the Disputed Territories
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initial attack so the first bomb dropped.t _

Salien thatncluded all of the pilots —started their breakfast. A
ing, none of the Egyptian, Syrian, Jordanian, Saudi, Lebanese, or Iragi planes were in
the air and none of the pilots were anywhere close to the

planes. In a single, perfectly
timed and executed attack, Israel desEongq vee;g%hg@gkﬂ;hatﬁth% M_[;fa@ﬁ@%,g%
could fly while the machines were still on.

ere . By gaining contro of the air,
Israel effectively reversed the relative balance of power. ‘and by the end of the day, any
of the Arab tanks that had not been destroyed from the air were retreating from the
similarly well-executed attacks made by the Israeli armored units. A few days later,
Israel had conquered.three geo ategically critical { ritories;,the.Golan.Heights, the
,WfﬂBankmofthew&rd an River, and, the Sinai.Ren hlolding those territories gave
Israel borders that it could reasonably hope to defend against an attack. That is a big
part of why Israel still holds parts of those territories.
Instances when a country attacks out of fear are rarely this obvious and they seldom
work out very well. After all, if you fear the greater power of another that means you
are the weakling and already at a disadvantage, but we can take a quick look at other

responses to fear to see how power and the anarchical system shape the fundamentals
of international politics.

o

* Balancing and Bandwagoning

Chances are you have heard the term, bala ower somewhere along the line.
Chances are also pretty good that you 46 ne 10w what it means. Do not feel
bad; most professors do not either. Some will talk about it as a verb, something coun-
tries do. Some will talk about it as a situation, something that does or does not exist.
Some will talk about it as a specific historical period where Britain was a dominant
world power. Some scholars studying what are known as, “power-transition wa
say that the ekﬁwmirggmmgkgs it more | th
0 to war, with a dominant, power, while some will argue that a bala
Rrevent war.by, keeping.countries from believing they have an op

gains off a weakling: In short, it is not that Un‘rgg"égﬁ%wglﬁg?zc}?yb’u to be a b
about the term.
I power might be best

As confused as the usage of the term may be, ba) 7

described as the way in which the dfgﬁgzlon of gogcroés 'i‘r'lteam‘ntem
et s T R e s
fact, we have already discussed this understanding of balance of power in the scenario
of bullies and geeky kids catching fish. The internaticnal version of the story is a little
more violent, but it is the same idea of fo ming.an-alliance
agg;ins the po ot 101

The one notable difference between ba

relations version of the story and the buIiies-on-the-beagﬁvﬂé}?%%n is that the primary

rs” will
ms,.g. “,U er will
nce of power will
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ational. politics is presumed 1o D
f power we are usually
alliances are formggw%awgﬁgw%gsg to the perception of threat, or where

hen we speak of balance o

Iy 0gether. o protect temssives,ram(ae DI bully. 17 Wt was often

d used a balance of power strateey

to'ese

the power on both sides and | e from, believ ,
t%; r_gake gﬁﬁ%x@; Egﬁzﬁm%l@%ppon&i? is a!;c 'part of 'the reasc?rj ‘:’f]hy
the term is so confused. Balance of power defines an era in international politics, it
describes an action and strategy that England used in international relations, and it
also signifies a condition that can exist when the power on both sides of a dispute is

n_opportunity

roughly equal.

Balancing can be as alliance ion, driven byt ar.that the more
powerful side might be gains, but : about international alliance
dynamics in terms of an opportunistic motive. Inst_gig_ of siding with thefgq k%_iigg to
thwart the ,,b.fﬁly’_ youg%lgﬂr gl%\;}zith the bully in order '_tgg carve out your own : slice of the
sﬁ‘“ﬁ“ﬁﬁ coliid falk-about | terms of bandwagoning.”,

A reasonable argument can be made that the countries that allied with the United
States to topple Saddam Hussein were hoping for spoils such as rebuilding contracts
and U.S. support in cther areas of international politics in return for lending a few

troops to the war effort. Thgyﬁrursedrni ather than acting out of fear of the

_United States.
"W”hy? ;

Before you rush off into claims of the United States’ noble motives and moral supe-
riority, or the corporate conspiracies of oil companies as reasons why these countries
would join with the United States, +hink about the question of why in terms of realism,
in terms of power. Did any of these bandwagoners have enough power to do anything

miﬂgﬂpower of th%ggqit_e_d Sf;ategm c_ompared to_!_r_aq isa §ign%ficant

_ it (L S
wher Lcomes. 0,10 auestion,of bandagoIE I e SECRHE i e
hat none of the U.S. allies could. have thwarted the United States by ally-
s to be relatively typical of instances where you ould call

of bandwagoning. One side is so much stronger than the other

fhat victory is all but assured and joinifg in the alliance is opportunistic of desperate,
either currying favor of the stronger power of seeking a share of the spoils from a con-
flict that they cannot do anything to stop. With so much opposition to the war around
the world, it is interesting to consider what would have happened if there had been a

country in the world that was powerful enough to protect Irag with an alliance.

*This phenomenon also explains why there are an inordinate number of Yankees fans.
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In spite of th o
ularly those rilzgzrtlzmg-ly £gpd.axalanations realism provides for some things i
veitice; RElise, | Sewar, therg are problems with its Sjmp”fi'ed I O.f m.tgn,q;?rtlc:
least, it QQ«?Q , ' .ems, is, in .a number of ways, just not that realistic, At th ional
b e reiniRlElLLIe ox] g all-of the cooperative i ’ : e very
y an Teasonable meas o eo MR an Lo A SN abosaKe

A tremendous number of refinements or alt

.the shortcomings and failings of realism, Jud
international relations tex

grna;e"t eories can be offered to address
ging by the latest offerings in i

gs in introd
nd constructiv P

arx;
xts, yet e

:ior;*tinnual conventions examines inte - s Associ-
ent, the politi sl WRoulical. economy, e i -
i political e?ffects of poverty, sanctions, trade, or foreign a V\tl:cl) nomic develop
.y ptnot explicitly work from a Marxist intellectual fou o anydrtiese
alxist conceit that wealth is the pri ;

Mﬁfﬁ’:sm ij.!r f - ’ - _. 7 .,','4..t.-._: —“f'p""‘gwqe nQ(gJéEj R Om L S LI L0
T T T T e e
counter to the trends iﬁ‘\ﬁ%éarchhfh'i; is parti mi__cq_:;a. unist.bloc. In additi
Ka _ ; particularly ironic whe i

rl Marx would have despised those brutal totalitarian regimQSYOU consider how much

ing many sughif,c'a'ﬁ‘f'ga% of
ce, which is highlighted below, How-

P dodimioapuriyilal a?e of the discipline makes it difficult to make the
Is equal to either liberalism or Marxism, and it is impossibl
. sible

to argue that it i i
o e ;T;,L:ri i;z;:[[age Marxism from introductory international relations text-
sam, Prolesar gy o € areason why constructivism is so popular in the class-
o B .e those sorts of decisions lightly.t And even though

or a cautious approach to making bold claims about constructigvésme

et

*Th i izati
e ISA is the largest organization of scholars studying internati

on) international relations research journals

f onal relations in the world, and it publishes the top five
Regardless of the arguments made al

bout alternatives o reali
lism, there is one hing that is clear, they are alternati es to
i : : is clear, v .
om a historical pe spective or a su vey of its current state it would be di i’C.VJ't to
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small conceptual steps.
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the i [ i
e idea of foreign policy substitutability. Roughly put
is U '

that should not be taken as a slight on its value as an approach to international
relations.* Rather, it reflects an uncertainty over how it fits into the constellation of the-

ories and hypotheses in international relations.

The Not So Black Box
" One of the most obvious ways that the simplifications of realism run afoul of the real
world is in the presumpti s if they are rtol unitar actors.lqén

essence, from a strict realist

com-

“other gbings—on inside the%gt, “an.be. put.in lack Dox. Not a real _‘ —y ;J;tents ajd international components. How all those -
would HesarBE"4ble fo build one that was big enough—but a figurative ol ck box wh t QuLinto a deci o g P “ factors sort them-
i what goes on inside can be ignored. The idea is that for a given input from the inter- 48 =000 rj;mer g :,,__.k.,m%be,gﬁ?(:eu aQ,Q,Structg s
national system, the output of all domestic governments and societies must be the Whﬁ:tmz%h&k e A : 0k HIDES, e
same regardless of how things are done inside. That strict interpretation of realism, ’ COmplicatedma es sensg, the difficulty with looking inside the black i i
however, is a bit troubling because it seems pretty obvious that process, structure, and same, and W'thmess gf things. No two governments are the same ck box is that it makes
particularly leaders make a big difference. Would the cold war have ended peacefully if Or’etic’a[[ ' With any kind of study you quickly run into difficulti e tW.O leaders are the
ne militant Stalinist? If Gore, not Bush were in Y interesting general reasons why things happen frorrlleihseeparatmg MheOre iR
; unique aspects within

Gorbachev were replaced with a hard-li
the White House, would the Second Gulf War have happened? Replace Hitler, Tojo,
Qaddafi, Stalin, Roosevelt, any of England's King Edwards, Genghis Khan, or Millard
Fillmore and the politics of the world would probably be radically changed. If leaders :
) ; elusive peace that

do not matter, how is that we can have great or horrible leaders?
One of the theoretical persp ctives that directl) -

e
oy R TR

of the state as a unitary rational actor is Foreign. Polic

to highlight might be a hi
. : a hi
idealists dreamt about in the aftermath of World War |

galisgresumation Why Kant Dem ies Fi
In short, Foreign | hsamacracies. Elghize. .

Opening the black box of gcvernmerﬁ ha

il Policy Analysis argues that states do not rake dedisions, individuals make decisions i . . :
‘ Fadiher, SIS i . | basic made possible i ;
and understanding how those decisions are made within the struct rocess, and | Warl L%};:%efgj government structure can have a significanttzz SI{n D'etdlscovery Higk the
g ISR, Pl B e ‘ wdl  10NZ age, T E e S e corg etfect on the choi
cooiext ot dowwg i 4 e jational pottics- PO | cies, such as the fledgli Jniversity far, far away, Immanel Kant &%&ngm o Y
the effects of bureaucracies to the psychological profiles of leaders, Foreign Policy doms and 1l gl_lng_h_l‘.i{ng\tggr s g o that democra-  © ‘
Analysis is all about what goes on inside the black box and how that defines or alters bu'rciensq L£mpires of Furope20 Kant's logic was slm'glegvf,gpgoﬂﬂfﬁlam,b&gmg
7 the interactions of states. Most Foreign Policy Analysis theories and studies.do-not : democrao-n the average person—the taxpayer and the solpdie;r o p.laced tremendous
ﬁkj‘ challenge the idea of an anarchical internatic | system, but they do place Iegﬁqe,mpha only Chog:st»;ere held accountable by those average people, d :ﬁ:d since the leaders of
L s&k&le influence, of anarchy, trUt"th'nh‘t tiopal, 0, 0r_POWer. Rather WHe, wote, T go to war if they could Justify the loss of i:ft; a ooratic-leaners would
" than determining specific actions and events, Foreign Policy Analysis scholars argue 5 e 1his need for accountability would efim nd money to the people
ntered into by kings and princes inate many of the frivolous wars

= that the system def'ng% or ﬁg@ils menu of choices aiailablgggmlgoaders. After all,
g i D o Lt R L i AR T e Bl ok . O FEAE et .

there are p entj/ggf countries the United States has the power to invade, bJthnch ones

ing.card.pew that is the question. Another way to think of this is

P

Kant's prediction dj !

L on did no - s ‘
e T gadi o o e Ty
however, one of the studi feineryforms. of eoyornmen

1es noted that democracies dig t m to fight
L0 Tight one another.

the effect of news media on international politics and almost
lization of constructivism. Clearly, the approach to consfruc-
for its intellectual value; just the questionablesclaimythat it

i

*t should be noted that one of the authors of this text studies
all of his work relies an, and can be fit within a broad conceptua
tivism used in this chapter does not reflect any kind of disregard

wshould displace Marxismi,

Do note that while we do not capitalize realism, we capitalize Foreign Policy Analysis in order to differentiate the theoret-
denote. It also annoys realist thearists, which is fun.

ical approach from the research activity the words could also

*We apologize to Cliff M ﬂml-%?ﬁﬁmgﬁs‘wwﬁ _
i organ and S; X Sr—
Eatchy ?nd makes for a great section atlJHeH'?'wgrd whi id o el e by
anstraints, and War— e Woy Koot el lifton Morgan and Sally Howard Campbel| " eir research articles. but it is
emocracies Fight?” Journal of Conflint Resoiut:‘oﬁ; gg (lggv;ﬂestwc Structure, Decisional
) 187-211
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