A GUIDE TO THE PROJECT IN ECON 4848

This document provides general guidelines for the execution of the empirical project for ECON 4848.

Structure.

1. All parts of your manuscript should be typewritten (12 pt font), double-spaced, with margins of at
least one inch on all sides. Number manuscript pages consecutively. Each article should be summarized
in an abstract of not more than 100 words. Avoid abbreviations, diagrams, and reference to the text

in the abstract.

2. Cite references in the text by author and date, e.g., (Smith, 1983). References list should be in alpha-

betical order at the end of the manuscript. Examples:

Journal: Martins-Filho, C. and F. Yao (2009). Nonparametric regression estimation with general para-

metric error covariance, Journal of Multivariate Analysis, 100, 309-333.

Book: Vonesh, E. F., V. M. Chinchilli (1997). Linear and Nonlinear Models for the Analysis of Re-
peated Measurements. New York: Marcel Dekker.

Chapter within a book: Simar, L. and P. Wilson (2006). Statistical inference in nonparametric frontier
models: recent developments and perspectives. In: H. Fried, C. A. K. Lovell, and S. S. Schmidt, (Eds.),

The Measurement of Productive Efficiency, 2nd edition. Oxford University Press, Oxford.

Government Publication: Hothem, R.L., R. W. DeHaven, S. D. Fairaizl(1988). Damage to Sunflower
in North Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota, 1979-1981, Fish and Wildlife Technical Report 15;
U.S. Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service: Washington, DC.

Software: SAS Institute, Inc. (1999). SAS/IML User’s Guide, Version 8. Cary, NC: SAS Institute,

Inc.

3. Tables and figures (illustrations) should not be embedded in the text, but should be included as separate

sheets. A short descriptive title should appear above each table with a clear legend and any footnotes



suitably identified below. AIll units must be included. Figures should be completely labeled, taking

into account necessary size reduction. Captions should be typed, double-spaced, on a separate sheet.

4. The first page of the manuscript should contain the following information: (i) the title; (ii) your name
and email; (iil) an abstract of not more than 100 words; (iii) At least one classification code according
to the Classification System for Journal Articles as used by the Journal of Economic Literature (http :

/ Jwww.aeaweb.org/journal /jel_class_system.php); (iv) Five key words should be supplied.

5. Your manuscript cannot exceed 15 pages (no exceptions). This number does not include the front page,

tables and illustrations.

6. Your manuscript should be divided in numbered sections (and possibly subsections). There should be
at least four sections called Introduction, Data, Econometric Model, Conclusion and Summary. An

Appendix should include a detailed description of the data and their sources.

Content

1. Although you are free to choose any topic of interest to you in conducting your empirical project, it is
important that you convince me of the relevance of your research/contribution. Hence, you must have a
careful (although brief) review of the previous relevant literature pertaining to your topic. You should
also address how previous authors have tried to answer the question or topic that you are tackling in

your manuscript.

2. Your manuscript should have a complete description of your econometric model, including all assump-
tions you are making regarding the stochastic nature of the data. Sloppy descriptions of the statistical

framework you are working under will be penalized heavily through grading.
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