Otaku
Def #1: Otaku is people with obsessive hobbies, or something they feel very passionate about. Recently, this term has evolved to connote other general group of people, which is those who are obsessed with anime, manga, and comic characters, and is associated with Akihabara region. This term is important because it shows heterogeneous sub-division within Japan, a country Benedict argues as nationally homogeneous. Because other anthropologists often tend to view Japan like Benedict (using simple phrases to explain complex cultures), otaku is important for the scholars to consider, so they can acknowledge Japan as a country with sub-divisions, whose culture differs from the assumed “Japanese way”. This would prevent neglecting other minorities such as Koreans and Ainu when studying Japan, since some anthropologists like Nakane argues that these minorities do not suit the homogeneous nature of Japan because they are not even Japanese. However, “Otaku” in Akihabara is Japanese.

Def #2: Otaku is a term that means "taking a hobby to extremes."  An example of this is the Otaku of Japanese anime, a group that represents a significant subculture that frequents media districts like Akihabara.  Otaku is significant because it refers to groups of people in Japan who lie outside the norms (subculture), and they serve to break away from stereotypes that Japan is one homogeneous people.


Vertical Society
Def #1: Vertical society refers to the hierarchical nature in Japanese social organizations. This relates to numerous terms used by anthropologists to describe Japanese human relationships, such as sempai-kohai and oyabun-kobun. This term assumes that an individual’s position in a group is defined by those at higher (authorities) and lower (subordinates, juniors) positions. This term is important, because even though it does not exist in all of Japanese social organizations, it affects many that is consequently affects the whole. It is an effective way for anthropologists to describe complex culture of Japan, and also lets scholars understand possible reason of why Japanese economy thrived quickly after World War II. The close bond of social organization enhanced by vertical society increases efficiency, and increases “group-centered” mentality.

Def #2: Vertical Society has been used to describe Japanese culture. This term is significant because it is the way society is ran in Japan.  This encompasses ie in the sense that there is always a superior and a subordinate in every relationship at every level.  The Sempai/Kohai relationship in a company for example is based off of the spent at the company.  A structure is provided in when decisions are made, arguments are limited because the Kohai has to submit and follow the decision according to the societal norms.  Ryang states that a vertical society brings stability to Japan without the possibility of a revolution.
Positionality
Def #1: Positionality refers to an anthropologist's power relationship to his/her research subjects.  For example, Benedict's positionality to her subjects placed her at a higher power than them, because her subjects were Japanese-Americans in internment camps.  Positionality is significant because it determines the questions a researcher asks, the answers received, and the overall authenticity of the research.

Def #2: An anthropology term, positionality refers to a power relationship between researcher (anthropologist) and the research subject. In most cases, positionality is ability of the researcher to position itself in the society he/she research so as to receive  the most accurate perspective.
(e.g. working in the Japanese company- entering society from the inside point of view- Kondo, McMorran). This term is significant because it plays a role in the way data is collected, such as in the case of US anthropologists working in Japan just after WWII. Benedict also encountered unique positionality by interviewing Japanese-Americans in interment camps during WWII.

Sakoku
Sakoku means closed country. This term is significant because during the Tokugawa period, this policy was implemented, cutting the country off to the rest of the world.  This isolationist attitude gave Japan a unique status of a ‘timeless culture’ because when Commodore Perry forced it open in 1862, it seemed to be stuck in the medieval period.  The cause to rapidly modernize became evident in order to become a world power, which the Japanese did in 60 years. 

