
Polysemy

Linguistics 5430

Homework Assignment #3

Due: Thursday, February 15, 2007

Find a single English word form (lemma) whose meaning potential includes (a) two or more distinct senses, (b) two or more facets and (c) two or more microsenses. For each pair of meaning units that you claim, use one or more diagnostics to show that the meaning units in that pair do in fact belong to the sense category that you claim they do. You need only consider facets and microsenses of a single one of the distinct senses that you’ve identified. The diagnostics that you should consider are as follows:

1. Distinct senses. Are the meaning units antagonistic to one another? To demonstrate antagonism, use the identity test or the zeugma test. In addition, do the meaning units demonstrate relational autonomy? Do they demonstrate compositional autonomy?

2. Facets. Can the two meaning units be regarded as parts of a global whole? In answering this question, explain what the global whole is. Do the meaning units fail to display antagonism toward one another in frames of the type that you would use to perform the identity or zeugma test? Do the two senses display relational automomy and/or compositional autonomy? Can the categories of items encompassed by the two meaning units be subsumed under a single cover term (hyperonym)? 

Note that if the two meaning units in question are facets, the answer to the immediately preceding question should be no. For example, STYLE and PIECE can both be regarded as facets of DRESS: If I say to someone, ‘I have that dress too’, I mean STYLE. But if I say, ‘I spilled wine on that dress’, I mean PIECE. The design of the dress and the piece that was created according to that design are both parts of the global whole that we refer to as a dress, but there is no word in English that names a category whose subtypes are dress styles and pieces. 

3. Microsenses. Can the two meaning units be subsumed under a single hyperonym? (Note that if the meaning units are microsenses, the answer to this question should be yes.) Do the meaning units fail to display antagonism toward one another in frames of the type that you would use to perform the identity or zeugma test? Do the two senses display relational autonomy? Are the meaning units more heavily entrenched in daily usage than the general term (hyperonym) that subsumes them? 

