2
2

  Study Sheet

Saeed, Chapter 11

“Cognitive Semantics” 

Linguistics 5430

Spring 2007

The main point. Semantic analysis must be grounded in some way, if semantics is not to be merely translation. In denotational semantics, as described in Chapters 4 and 10, the grounding comes from correspondence to the world. In cognitive semantics, grounding is not found in ‘reality’ but in the conceptual structures that humans use to make sense of the world and their experiences. After reading Chapter 11, answer the questions below. 

1. For each of the following distinctions, tell why cognitive semantics wants to eliminate that distinction:

· The ability to use language vs. other cognitive capacities (e.g., categorization, vision, hearing, kinesthesia)

· Grammar vs. meaning

· Diachronic vs. synchronic linguistics (think about Sweetser’s work)

2. What does the view of metaphor in literal language theory have to do with quality implicature in Grice’s theory of conversational inference? 

3. What does it mean for the source domain of a metaphor to be grounded? Give an example to illustrate.

4. What does it mean to say that a metaphor is dead?

5. Give a brief description of each of the following properties of metaphor:

· Conventionality

· Systematicity

· Asymmetry

6. What is the difference between metaphor and polysemy?

7. Give an example of an entailment involving the containment image schema.

8. Give an example of an entailment involving the path image schema. 

9. This question asks you to think about expressions like in ten minutes and in an hour. It is said that these expressions are upward entailing and downward compatible. Explain how these two features are involved in the following two sentences:

They completed the job in two hours, so they completed it in three hours.

They completed the job in two hours, in fact one hour. 

If you believe that these two sentences make sense, can you think of what they might say about the containment image schema?

10. What is the relationship between image schemas and metaphor?

11. Use plain English to distinguish the following usages of the preposition around. Is there any way we can relate all of these usages by means of image-schema transformations, as in the discussion of the polysemy of over in the chapter?

She walked around the lawn.

The crowd stood around the plaza.

The police were stationed around the building.

The road twists around the mountain. 

She turned around. 

She likes to be around her family. 

12. Using the framework of mental spaces, explain how the following sentences makes sense:

Pat thinks she’s taller than she is. 

Leslie thinks that that guy with blonde hair has red hair. 

13. There is a semantic principle called Leibniz’s Law of Substitution. It holds that you should always be able to replace one description with another as long as the two descriptions refer to the same person. For example, the following two sentences are equivalent:

Colin Powell met with the Prime Minister of Great Britain on November 20, 2003.

Colin Powell met with Tony Blair on November 20, 2003.

14. Does Leibniz’s Law necessarily hold up in the following case? Explain why or why not. 

Len thinks the star of the movie ‘Boys don’t Cry’ is a man. 
The star of the movie ‘Boys don’t Cry’ is Hillary Swank.

Len thinks that Hillary Swank is a man. 

15. If you think that Leibiz’s Law doesn’t work in (14), tell how mental spaces theory would explain what’s really going on.

16. Tell why the following sentence can be considered either true or false depending upon how you think about it:

Oedipus wanted to marry his mother. 

17. Briefly describe each of the following three aspects of construal, as proposed by Langacker:

· Perspective

· Profiling

· Scanning

18. Talk about the difference about the difference in construal between the following two sentences:

Harry ran alongside the freeway.

The road runs along the freeway. 
