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	Time
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Course description. In this class, we will explore the cognitive faculties that enable people to interpret language in context and use language appropriately. Our exploration will require us to look closely and critically at a wide variety of theories that have been used to describe these faculties. These theories fall into two general, intersecting categories: those theories that ask what kinds of categories words and constructions denote (semantic theories) and those theories that ask how linguistic form is related to conversational context (pragmatic theories). During this exploration, we will learn to use linguistic data (language deployed in context) to make our own generalizations about the nature of the linguistic blueprint that we use to construct meaning. We will consider questions like the following:

· How do speakers make the linguistic choices that they do?

· What is the best representational system for capturing the syntax-semantics interface?

· Do grammatical differences among languages entail differences among conceptual systems?

· Can linguistic meaning be represented in logical formalism?

· What does meaning have to do with human construal, e.g., ‘folk’ analogical models?

· How do people perform actions through language?

· In what ways are word meanings enriched in context?

· Is meaning change random or are there tendencies in meaning change?

Requirements. A total of 11 problem sets will be assigned in the course of the semester. These homework assignments (some of which are taken from the Saeed textbook and some of which I will create) will help you develop the ability to do semantic and pragmatic analysis. I will drop your lowest score at the end of the semester. The point breakdown is as follows:

	Ten homework assignments
	200 points (20 x 10)

	Class presentation 
	50 points

	Term paper  
	100 points

	Total 
	350 points


· The term paper should examine the problem presented by some data set (whether in English or some other language) for a claim in the literature, or use analytic tools described in class to approach a particular data set. 

· You will be required to turn in a 1-page term paper proposal outlining your plan for the term paper by the end of the seventh week of classes. I will provide further details about the format of your proposal. 

· The term paper is due on Friday, May 4, at 5pm, in my office. 

· You must select one of the readings for an oral presentation in class. You and your presentation partner will be responsible for leading a 30-minute discussion on one of the assigned readings (I will try to accommodate your preferences). If you are not happy with your grade on the oral presentation, or if you are particularly virtuous, you may do a second presentation. I will then average your scores for the two presentations. 

Required texts. We will use a basic text (the Saeed book) and more advanced readings, both from the other required books and from the reserve readings. The advanced readings will elaborate on concepts introduced in the basic text. The advanced readings are required, and are necessary for the development of your intellect in the field. 

	Croft, William and D.A. Cruse
	Cognitive Linguistics (Cambridge, 2004)

	Electronic reserves
	see Readings for the Semester handout

	Lakoff, George
	Women, Fire & Dangerous Things (Chicago, 1987)

	Levinson, Stephen
	Pragmatics (Cambridge, 1983)

	Saeed, John I. 
	Semantics (Blackwell, 2003)


Study sheets. For a number of the reading assignments, I will distribute a study sheet in advance of the due date for that reading assignment. You are expected to answer the questions on the study sheet after doing the reading and come to class prepared to discuss your answers.

Syllabus

NB: Readings in square brackets are optional. 

	Day
	Topic
	Reading
	Assignment due

	T1/16
	Introduction
	Saeed 1
	

	R1/18
	Semantics vs. pragmatics
	Croft & Cruse 2, [Fillmore]
	

	T1/23
	Metaphorical understanding
	Reddy, Lakoff 1993, Croft & Cruse 8, [Lakoff & Johnson]
	

	R1/25
	Linguistic relativity I

	Saeed 2, Whorf, Slobin
	Metaphorical mapping

	T1/30
	Linguistic relativity II
	Lakoff  18
	

	R2/1
	Categorization I
	Lakoff 1-57, Croft & Cruse 4
	

	T2/6
	Categorization II
	Lakoff 58-90
	

	R2/8
	Lexical relations
	Saeed 3, Croft & Cruse 5,  [Zwicky & Sadock]
	Radial category

	T2/13
	Deixis
	Levinson 2
	

	R2/15
	Sentence relations and truth I
	Saeed 4
	Scalar semantics

	T2/20
	Sentence relations and truth II
	Levinson 4
	

	R2/22
	Situations I
	Saeed 5, Slobin & Aksu
	Presupposition

	T2/27
	Situations II
	Bickel
	

	R3/1
	Situations III
	DeSwart
	

	T3/6
	Participants I
	Saeed 6
	Aspect

	R3/8
	Participants II
	Goldberg
	

	T3/13
	Context I: Inference

	Saeed 7, Kay
	

	R3/15
	Context II: Inference
	Grice, Levinson 3, Horn
	S 6.1-6.3, 6.5

	T3/20
	Context III: Information packaging
	Prince
	

	R3/22
	Speech acts 
	Saeed 8
	Gricean pragmatics 

	Spring Break

	T4/3
	Componential analysis I
	Saeed 9
	

	R4/5
	Componential analysis II
	Rappaport Hovav & Levin
	Speech acts

	T4/10
	Formal semantics I
	Saeed 10
	

	R4/12
	Formal Semantics II
	
	

	T4/17
	Argument structure and information structure
	Lambrecht
	S 9.2-9.3, 9.6, 9.9

	R4/19
	Cognitive semantics I
	Saeed 11
	

	T4/24
	Cognitive semantics II
	Croft & Cruse 2, Talmy 
	S 10.1-10.7

	R4/26
	Cognitive semantics III
	Langacker, Polinsky
	

	T5/1
	Cognitive semantics IV
	Fauconnier & Turner
	S 11.3-11.4, 11.6-11.7

	R5/3
	Usage
	Nunberg
	


