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Fauconnier and Turner, ‘Principles of Conceptual Integration

Turner and Facuonnier, ‘Conceptual Integration in Counterfactuals’

1. In 1901, Marconi successfully used wireless telegraphy to transmit Morse code across the Atlantic. This event gave rise to the following joke. A child asks,  “Daddy, what is the wireless telegraph?” The father answers, “Well, you have to think of telegraphy as a dachshund that stretches all the way from Munich to Berlin. If you tread on his tail in Munich he will yelp in Berlin. And wireless telegraphy is the same thing, except without the dachshund.”
Using the diagram in Figure 1 below, describe each of the four spaces that play a role in the conceptual blend that underlies this joke. 
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Figure 1

2. Now look at the optimality principles on pp. 280-281 of the Fauconnier and Turner paper. Tell which of these is violated by the joke, if any:

Integration

Web

Unpacking

Topology

3. For each of the following noun-noun compounds, use a blending analysis to describe the interpretation of the compound. 

Soccer mom

Conference call

Armchair quarterback

4. Why, according to Fauconnier and Turner, do we need more than metaphorical mapping to explain how we interpet the expression That surgeon is a butcher?

5. Give an example (other than one in the article) that supports Turner and Fauconnier’s claim that “[c]asting light on an input is the principle purpose of counterfactual blends”. 

6. Give an example (other than one in the Turner and Fauconnier article) of a counterfactual statement that someone might use to make an argument about a sociopolitical or geopolitical issue. Map out the structure of the counterfactual. 

7. Give an example that shows the relationship between counterfactual assertions and reductio ad adsurdum argumentation. 

8. Give an example in which a statement might or might not be a counterfactual. Explain the source of the ambiguity. 

