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Goals of the author. To “defuse some of the emotionalism” surrounding the issue of relativism. To define different senses of relativism. To discuss the views of Whorf. To review the results of the Kay-Kempton experiment. 

1. Say you’ve been asked to assess whether there is such a thing as linguistic relativism. Explain why you would want to talk about each of the following things.

· The degree, depth and nature of the variation being considered

· Hausa prepositions

· Reality

· Translation

· Systems for expressing location in English versus Mixtec.

· The difference between thinking and speaking

· The conduit metaphor

· The difference between concepts that we ponder and those that we use automatically
2. Lakoff discusses alternative conceptualizations in everyday life. Give an example of a conceptual alternation and explain why it’s relevant to the discussion in this chapter.

3. How is metaphor relevant to the discussion of alternative conceptualizations?

4. Why does Lakoff find the discussion of Eskimo snow terms boring?

5. What does Lakoff think about the view that “conceptual systems are butchers and reality is a carcass”?

6. What does the example of Dani color terms have to tell us about the difference between a conceptual system and a conceptualizing capacity?

7. What would Lakoff say to the following argument? Comparing the Mixtec and English location systems doesn’t help make the case for linguistic relativism, because one can translate between the two systems very easily, as in:
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“I was on the roof of the house.”

8. Now say whether you think that the Mixtec concept ON is the same as that expressed by the English translations of the Mixtec sentences on p. 314. (Think about the semantic concepts of superiority, support, and contact.)

9. What is the time is a resource and what is its status in American culture, according to Lakoff?

10. What is the difference between conceptual and moral relativism, according to Lakoff? 

11. In the Kay-Kempton experiment, English speakers performed well in Task 1 (“Which chip is the most different?”). They performed just like Tarahumara speakers in Task 2. How come? To help you understand the experiment, below is a diagram of the set-up for Tasks 1 and 2, where A-C are color chips:
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12. Do you agree with Lakoff’s view that “diverse ways of comprehending experience are necessary to our survival as a species”?  Explain why or why not. 
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