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In the following excerpt from a (not very charitable) spoken Vietnamese text, dictated by one of my Vietnamese teachers, you can see that although the narrator uses aspect markers (the progressive marker, dang, and the perfect marker, da), there are no tense markers (which Vietnamese lacks). Despite the absence of tense, the overlap relations among states and events, as well as the sequential relationships among the events, are clear. NB: Most of the diacritical marks are missing, since I don’t have a Vietnamese font on my computer. 

Có môt nguòi dàn-bà thuong tói tiêm cà-phê môi sang chúa-nhât dê mua cà-phê.

Have one person lady tend arrive into café every morning Sunday buy coffee.

Ba ta râ- là xâu, ngu và mâp nhu con heo. 

She that very ugly, stupid and fat like animal pig

Môt hôm bà ta dên và tôi dang nói chuyên voi môt nguòi ban làm. 

One day she that arrive and I progressive talk story with one person friend work.

Tôi hoi ban làm cua tôi rang: “Anh có muôn cuoi môt nguòi vo ngu và mâp 

I ask friend work belong I that: “You have want marry one person wife stupid and fat nhu bà ta không?
like she that not?”

Bông bà ây nghe chúng tôi dang nói chuyên vê bà ây 

Suddenly she that hear we together progressive talk story about she that 

và bà ây phàn-nhan cùng vói ông chu cua tôi.

and she that complain with man boss belong I

[…] Và ông chu cua tôi muôn tôi xin-lôi bà ây 

And man boss belong I want I apologize she that

nhung tôi da không xin-lôi bà ây vì tôi ghét bà ây lam.

but I perfect not apologize she that because I hate she that intensifier

“There is this one lady who usually comes to the café every Sunday morning to get coffee. She is very ugly, stupid and fat, like a pig. One day she came in and I was talking to a work friend. I asked my work friend, “Would you want to marry someone stupid and fat like that?” Suddenly, she heard that we were talking about her, and she complained to my boss. My boss wanted me to apologize to her, but I never have, because I really dislike her.”
