Geography 3822

Geography of China

Spring 2008
Class Meetings:  T, R, 12:30-1:45pm, Hellems 252

Instructor: Professor Emily Yeh, emily.yeh@colorado.edu



Office: Guggenheim 103A, 303-492-5438





Office hours:  M, 2-4pm, T, R, 2-3pm, and by appointment

TA:  Amy Zader, amy.zader@colorado.edu

Office: Guggenheim 310


Office hours: T, R, 11am – 12 noon

Overview


This class offers an introduction to China’s human geography by focusing on a selection of key themes and topics of geographical inquiry about China.  We’ll examine spatial and regional patterns as they have changed over time, geographical patterns of ethnicity, rural-urban differences, and spaces of state and society during both “high socialism” and in the current period of market reforms and globalization.  In the first half of the semester, we will look at these geographical patterns as they changed, starting from long before the founding of the People’s Republic of China through high socialism and economic reform, with an eye toward understanding how social-spatial patterns of the past shape, in a variety of ways, those of the present.  The second half will take a closer, “beyond the headlines” look at selected issues in contemporary China and its engagement with globalization, particularly issues of labor, ethnic minorities, and the environment.   A major theme of the class is the geographical, social, and cultural diversity of China – the existence, in other words, of “many Chinas.” Who is winning and who is being left out of the current changes? How have Chinese citizens of different classes, regions, and ethnicities been affected by political, economic, social, and environmental changes over time? 


The main goal of the class is for you to understand the major social and environmental issues that China is facing today, and to think about them in a comparative and global perspective.  The class does not presume prior knowledge about China, but it will challenge you to be an active learner.   My hope is that what you learn in this class will allow you both to better understand this country with the world’s largest population, and also to critically analyze popular images and misunderstandings about China. 

Required readings

There are three sets of required readings, two of which are books that can be purchased at the CU Bookstore and are also on 2-hour reserve at Norlin library. 

1. Weston, Timothy and Lionel Jensen, eds. 2007. China’s transformations: The stories beyond the headlines. Boulder: Rowman & Littlefield

2. Davis, Sara LM. 2005. Song & silence: Ethnic revival on China’s Southwest borders. Columbia University Press. 

3. In addition, there are many other assigned readings, which you are responsible for reading, just as if they were a required text.  These will be placed on e-reserve, which you can access through this website: http://libraries.colorado.edu/screens/coursereserves.html 

They will also be available on CU Learn.  

This syllabus, announcements, and other resources will be available on the CULearn site for this class. To log into CU learn, go to http://culearn.colorado.edu and enter your login name and identikey. You should also be able to access your grades for all assignments (except clickers) on CU Learn. 

Note that the syllabus is subject to modification throughout the semester; depending on how the class proceeds, I may change things around, and skip or add topics and readings.

I-clicker



In addition to the readings, you must purchase an I-clicker for this class if you have not already purchased one for another class.  To register your I-clicker, log into CU Connect, click the “Courses” tab and then click on the “CU Clicker registration button.” Instructions are also posted on CU Learn.   You must register once per semester. If you have already registered for another class this semester, you do not need to do so again for this class. 


The frequency for our lecture hall is DD. You will need to remember to set the frequency to DD at the beginning of each lecture (or each time you power it on, if you turn it off during lecture). If your frequency is not set properly, you will know when the light on your clicker flashes red instead of green when you try to click an answer.  If your light flashes green, your answer has been received and registered.


We strongly recommend that you put your name/email/phone number on your clicker.  In case you lose your clicker and need to purchase a new one, let us know so that we can re-register your grades to date to your new clicker.  


Your clicker responses will be recorded as your class participation grade for this course. Since you are expected to participate in every class, you should bring your clicker every time the class meets. If you forget your clicker on a given day, you will not be able to get points if clickers are used that day, just as if you forgot to finish answering all the questions on a test, you would not get those points. There are no make-ups for clicker use. However, you will be allowed to drop a certain number of clicker days when we calculate your final participation grade at the end of the semester. 

Since your clicker is an indication of your participation, you may not let someone else use it to pretend they are you (or vice versa); this will be treated the same as cheating on an assignment or test.

If you have any questions or concerns about the clicker, please let us know right away. 

Course expectations and late policy
Lectures


I strongly encourage you to attend all class meetings, which will be devoted primarily to lecture but will also include discussion about readings. On occasion, we will have other activities as well, such as guest lectures, films, or close readings of a difficult text.   Active participation is encouraged both through clicker use and by raising your hand and sharing your ideas with your classmates. Participation should thus help your final grade in multiple ways.  


I will not post class notes or lectures online.  If you miss class, you should ask your fellow students for notes.  If you miss a film, you should arrange to view it on your own.  If possible, it’s always helpful to study regularly with your classmates.

Expectations during class meetings:

· Turn off cell phones prior to the beginning of class.

· Bring your clicker.
· Use laptops only for taking notes, not for playing video baseball or Facebook, as this is disruptive for your fellow students. Laptops will be banned if this rule is not adhered to. 
· Be courteous to your fellow classmates, instructor, and TA.  Listen respectfully to your classmates and their opinions.  This class is an open forum for ideas on a variety of potentially sensitive issues, not a space for ridicule or intolerance.  
· If you absolutely must come in late or leave early, sit near the door and go quietly and with as little disruption as possible. 
Readings


You are expected to complete the assigned readings before lecture.  The lectures will sometimes make direct reference to the assigned readings, and sometimes not; in the latter cases, the readings may be necessary background for understanding the lectures, or they may be assigned for another purpose.  Some clicker questions will be devoted to reading comprehension questions, to encourage you to keep up with the readings. If you do not complete the assigned readings, you are very unlikely to do well on the exams. 

Clickers

The purpose of the clicker is to facilitate participation in a large class (when instructors ask for volunteers to speak it often ends up being the same handful of people over and over again; this way, everyone can participate in some way).  Clickers can also help conduct opinion polls, so that both you and the instructor have insight into what your classmates think about a particular topic, and help generate feedback about understanding of both lecture and reading material. 

Clickers will sometimes be used at the beginning, sometimes in the middle, and sometimes at the end of the class. There is no formula about how many questions and whether or not they will be asked, because again, it will depend on the topic and the class. 

Late policy


Late assignments and papers will lose one letter grade (10%) for each day (24-hour period) that they are late.  The assignments are to be turned in during class meetings. If you are unable to attend on the day one of these assignments are due, you must contact the TA or the instructor before that day so that you can arrange to hand it in at an alternate time. 


Please look carefully at the schedule to check conflicts with the map quiz, mid-term and final exams.  In rare circumstances, if you miss the quiz or mid-term with a valid excuse, you will be allowed to do a make-up. Please let the instructor know as soon as possible so we can make an arrangement.   

If you have three or more finals scheduled on the same day (May 5), university policy allows you to take the final on an alternate day. Please check your schedule and let the instructor know as soon as possible.  Otherwise, there can be no make-up for the final exam because grades must be turned in shortly after the exam.   


If you have a need for any special accommodation, please let me know as soon as possible.

Assignments and exams
· Exams - a mid-term and a final.  These will consist of both objective factual questions (multiple-choice), and interpretive questions (short answer and essay).  The topic for essays will be announced in advance so that you can study accordingly, but you must write your answers during the actual exam period.  The final exam will focus on material after the midterm.

· Map quiz - on China's provinces, key cities, and geographical features.

· Weekly journal entry. For the first part 2/3 of the semester, you are responsible for finding, reading and briefly (one paragraph each) summarizing one article about China from any major newspaper or other source. This should help with picking a topic for the research paper. 

· Critical commentary on China’s environment (4 good paragraphs)

· Short paper (3-5 pages double spaced) on the Cultural Revolution (Morning Sun)

· Short paper (4-6 pages double spaced) on Song & Silence

· Research paper (8-10 pages double spaced) on a topic of your choice.  In addition, halfway through the semester you will turn in a brief abstract laying out the topic you intend to write about.  This will not be graded but rather is intended to generate feedback to help you write your final paper. 

The assignments are described in greater detail below the course schedule. 

Grading

Map Quiz



  5%

Mid-term exam


15%

Final exam



20%

Weekly journal entry


  5%

Environment analysis


  5%

Song & Silence essay


10%

Cultural Revolution essay

10% 

Research paper


20%

Participation



10%


Of this 5% will come from participating with clickers and otherwise participating


5% will come from answering reading comprehension questions correctly 
Extra credit


Throughout the semester I will offer several opportunities for extra credit in the form of attending China-related talks, lectures or films on campus and doing a brief write-up of these events.  These will be added as points to the final exam.  They will be announced in class as opportunities arise. 
Important dates  

· Tuesday February 5 – Map Quiz

· Thursday Feb 14 – Cultural Revolution assignment due

· Thursday Feb 28 – Mid-term exam

· Tuesday March 11 – Research paper abstract due

· Thursday March 20 – Song and Silence paper due

· Tuesday April 1- Weekly news journal due

· Thursday April 24 – Research paper due

· Tuesday May 1 – Environmental commentary assignment due (can be turned in earlier)

· Monday May 5 – Final exam
Schedule

Note: This schedule is subject to modification during the semester.  Any changes will be noted in class and on CU Learn. 

	Date
	Topic
	Homework/Assigned Reading

	Tues 1/15
	Course introduction, go over syllabus
	No reading

	Thurs 1/17
	Introduction to contemporary China; historical highlights up through the Qing
	1) "Foreword: Culture matters - a report from the field of US-China relations" in China’s transformations, pp. xxix-xii 

2) "Introduction: The new China, a Different United States" in China's transformations, pp. 1-31.
3) "Ancient roots and binding traditions," pp. 51-75, in 
China 's Geography: Globalization and the dynamics of political, economic and social capital. eds, Gregory Veeck, Clifton Pannell, Christopher Smith and Youqin Huang (Rowman & Littlefield).  E-reserve. 
While reading #3 it may also be helpful to view this webpage 

http://www.depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/timeline.htm

	Tues 1/22
	History (continued) – Why does history matter? Nationalism and the century of humiliation
	1) Gries, Peter. “Narratives to live by: The century of humiliation and Chinese national identity today." Chapter 5 in China 's Transformations, pp. 112-128.



	Thurs 1/24
	From the KMT to CCP; the Long March, the Communist revolution, land reform.
	

	Tues 1/29
	Physical environment - climate, topography;  administrative boundaries; regions
	1) "China 's Natural Environments" p15-42, in China 's Geography, eds. Veeck et al.  E-reserve.

 

	Thurs 1/31
	The socialist spatial system: the rural countryside:  collectivization, Great Leap Forward, and the people’s communes; 


	1) Gao, M. 1999. “The Great Leap Forward” pp. 122-141, Gao Village: A portrait of rural life in modern China. U Hawaii Press. E-reserve

  2) Cheng, T and M. Selden. 1993. The origins and social   

consequences of China’s hukou system. The China Quarterly 139:644-668. E-reserve



	Tues 2/5
	Map Quiz

The socialist spatial system: urban danwei and hukou
	1)  David Bray, 2005.  “Danwei space” in Social space and governance in urban China. Stanford U. Press, pp. 144-156  only, E-reserve

2) 2) Dutton, Michael. 1998. Streetlife China. Pp. 42-61. E-reserve

3) 

	Thurs 2/7
	Cities under socialism 
	1) Naughton, B. 1995. 1995. “Cities in the Chinese economic system: changing roles and conditions in autonomy.” Urban spaces in contemporary China: the potential for autonomy and community in post-Mao China, eds. DS Davis et al, pp. 61-89. E-reserve.

	Tues 2/12
	The cultural revolution, Morning Sun (selections)
	Explore this website: http://www.morningsun.org


	Thurs 2/14
	Summary of the socialist economic system, Periodizing 

economic reform 
	Cultural Revolution (Morning Sun) assignment due 

	Tues 2/19
	Reform: decollectivizing the countryside
	1) Gao, M. 1999. “Reforms since the late 1970s” in Gao Village. “Reforms since the late 1970s” and “Migrant workers” Pp. 171-222.  E-reserve



	Thurs 2/21
	Reform: the new role of workers
	1) Whyte, Martin K. 1999 “The Changing role of workers.” in The Paradox of China’s post-Mao reforms, eds. Merle Goldman and Roderick MacFarquhar (Harvard University Press), pp 173-196. E-reserve. 

	Tues 2/26
	Catch-up and Review for exam 
	

	Thurs 2/28
	Mid-term Exam 
	

	Tues 3/4
	Regionalization: coastal SEZs and the West
	Read Song and Silence if you haven’t already!

1) Yang, D. 1997. “From Mao to Deng: Regional development policies and practices” in Beyond Beijing: Liberalization and the regions in China (Routledge), pp 15-39. E-reserve

	Thurs 3/6
	Ethnicity and minzu
	1) Gladney, Dru. 2004. Chapter 2, "Cultural nationalisms in Contemporary China"  pp. 6-27 in Dislocating China: Muslims, minorities and other subaltern subjects. (University of Chicago Press). E-reserve.

2) Sandra Hyde, “Sex tourism and lure of the ethnic erotic in Southwest china.” Chapter 11 in China’s Transformations

	Tues 3/11
	Mushroom hunting and rural livelihoods in Tibet
	Research paper abstract due 

Guest lecturer – Daniel Winkler

	Thurs 3/13
	 Leisure culture, the new middle class and the rise of tourism 
	 1) Tim Oakes, “Welcome to paradise! A Sino-US joint venture project” Chapter 12 in China’s Transformations

	Tues 3/18
	Foreign imaginations and the limits of political change: Tibet 
	1) Barnett, Robert. 1998. Untitled essay in The Tibetans. Lehman, Steve (photographer) Umbrage Editions, pp 178-196., e-reserve



	Thurs 3/20
	Political control –media, censorship and propaganda
	Song & Silence paper due

1) 1) Herding the masses: public opinion and democracy in today’s China, Chapter 10 in China’s transformations

2)The internet: a force to transform Chinese society? Chapter 6 in China’s transformations 

	3/25, 3/27
	                              SPRING BREAK  -   NO CLASS

	Tues 4/1
	Migrant labor: sweatshops.  Film: China Blue 
	Weekly news journal due

1)Pun Ngai. 1999. ‘Becoming Dagongmei: The politics of identity and difference in reform China.”Vol 42:1-19. The China Journal.  E-reserve

	Thurs 4/3
	Urban citizenship and migrant quality
	1) Li Zhang. 2002. “Spatiality and urban citizenship in late socialist China.”  Public Culture 14(2): 311-334. 

	Tues 4/8 
	Globalization and labor, labor protests
	1)Timothy Weston, “Fueling China’s transformations: the human cost” Chapter 3 in China’s Transformations, pp 68-89. 

	Thurs 4/10
	 Globalization, neoliberalism, and the WTO
	1)  Lisa Rofel, 2007. “Desiring China: China’s entrance into the WTO” in Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, sexuality and public culture.  E-reserve. 

2) Yan, Y. 1997. "McDonald's in Beijing: the localization of Americana." Golden Arches East: McDonald 's in East Asia. ed. James Watson. pp . 39-76.  E-reserve.

	Tues 4/15
	Environment
	Film: Shifting nature
1) Required, Judith Shapiro, Chapter 2, in China’s transformations. The political roots of China’s environmental degradation 

	Thurs 4/17
	
	Free day –  no class - work on paper 

	Tues 4/22
	Environment: pollution, energy and climate change. Why is China’s pollution so difficult to control?
	NY Times, Part 1 ‘As China roars, pollution reaches deadly extremes.” Part 5, ‘Far from Beijing’s reach, officials bend energy rules’ Part 7, “Trucks power China’s economy, at a suffocating cost”  Part 9, “China Grabs west’s smoke-spewing factories”, Part 10, Beijing’s Olympic quest Turn smoggy sky blue

	Thurs 4/24
	Environment : Water, hydropower and activism
	NY Times, Part  2 ‘Beneath booming cities, China’s future is drying up”  Part 3, “In China, a lake’s champion imperils himself.”; Part 4, “Chinese dam activists criticized for their human costs” ;  Part 8, “In China, Farming fish in toxic waters” 

Research paper due

	Tues 4/29
	Environment: biodiversity, parks and grasslands
	1) NY Times, Part 6, “China’s turtles, emblems of a crisis”;

2) Selection TBA from Richard B. Harris, “Wildlife conservation in China: Preserving the habitat of the wild west.”



	Tues 5/1
	Last day of class

Catch-up, wrap-up and review
	Environmental commentary assignment due

	Monday

May 5
	FINAL EXAM
	 7:30-10AM, Hellems 252


Assignments

 (1) Cultural Revolution - “Morning Sun”, due February 14.  Thoroughly explore this website: http://www.morningsun.org .  Write a 3-5 page double spaced essay on either of the following. Be sure to draw from multiple examples provided on the website. 

When you turn in your assignment, please clearly label the first page of your assignment with the letter of the option that you have chosen (put it next to your name). 

· A. How were forms of media, including songs, radio, posters, TV, films, opera, and/or other forms of performance used as political tools during the Cultural Revolution? What kinds of messages did they convey and how effective were they? People in their forties and older in China today will have been old enough to have lived through, and remembered the Cultural Revolution, while those who are younger have not shared this experience. What effect do you think this might have in terms of generational differences in Chinese people’s relationship to media and politics today? 

· B. How did the cult of Mao develop and how was it propagated? How did people think about Mao during the Cultural Revolution? What were some specific examples of claims made about Mao? Be sure to include a discussion of Mao's Little Red Book and the role of the Red Guards. People in their forties and older in China today will have been old enough to have lived through the Cultural Revolution, perhaps participating as Red Guards, while those who are younger have not shared this experience.  What effect do you think this might have in terms of generational differences in Chinese people’s relationship to economic reform and political leadership, and more generally for society?
(2) Song and Silence essay, Due March 20. This essay, 4-6 pages double spaced, is based on the book, Song & Silence: Ethnic revival on China's Southwest Borders by Sara Davis. You are expected to read the entire book, and then choose one of the following for your essay. 

Label the first page with which assignment you are doing. 

· Option A. Using this book as well as any other relevant material from the class (lectures and readings) discuss the following:  (1) how Chinese citizens of different ethnicities have been and are currently governed; (For example: how is the political space in which Tai Lües negotiate religious revival different from that faced by Tibetans, and why?  How are the issues faced by Han and Tai Lüe citizens after economic reform similar and different? ) (2) what Davis means by "front stage" and "back stage," in relation to her broader argument about cultural revival; (3)  transborder connections in relation to regionalization and China as a political entity.  These three themes should be woven together in a coherent narrative about the book rather than presented as three disconnected sections of the paper. 
· Option B. In this book, Sara Davis gives the reader a look at what it is like to be a foreigner doing research in contemporary China.  Using this book, as well Chapter 1 and/or Chapter 14 in China's Transformations, write an essay about how foreign representations of China have changed over time, what has shaped those representations, and what ethical or other types of dilemmas present themselves in research and writing about China.  What sorts of obstacles did Davis face and how were they eventually overcome (if they were)?  What lessons would you draw if you were planning to do research and write about China, either as a researcher or journalist? 

· Option C. Write a book review, of the type that might be found in a scholarly journal.  It should have a brief description of the subject, aims and scope of the book; a brief summary or synopsis of the major emphasis and which, if any, aspects of the subject were ignored.  The bulk of the review should be your detailed evaluation of the way the author handled the various themes addressed.  What was the overall thesis, your reaction to it and why? What evidence was cited by the book, was it convincing, and why? What was the author's goal, and did she achieve it? What were the strengths and weaknesses? What is your ultimate judgment of the style, format, contents, and value of the book?   What else should the author have included?  A few samples of book reviews will be posted on CU Learn. 
(3) Weekly news journal. Due April 1. For each week of class up through spring break, you are responsible for finding, reading and briefly summarizing one article about China from any major newspaper or other source. This should help with picking a topic for the final paper.   You should have 10 entries by the time you turn this in on April 1. There should be roughly one from each week (NOT all from one week).  Each summary should be one paragraph (3-5 sentences) in length. You should turn in clippings/photocopies/print outs of the article along with your summaries. Please put everything in order by date. 

    Sources you can use here include 

· The New York Times (online or in print), any other major US newspaper

· The Economist, Business Week, Time, Newsweek (online or in print)

· The “news” link in http://www.chinadialogue.net
· English language versions of Chinese newspapers, such as the South China Morning Post (http://www.scmp.com), China Daily (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn), People’s Daily (http://english.peopledaily.com.cn)

· Any other reputable news source 

(4) Environmental commentary assignment – Due May 1 but you are encouraged to turn it in earlier (to avoid the rush at the end of the semester).

This assignment requires you to explore and follow http://www.chinadialogue.net, a bilingual online magazine devoted to environmental issues.  The site is an excellent resource for environmental news and debate, both specifically related to China, and also more generally.  The “News” link is useful for current events and “Links” has a vast collection of websites (many based in China) to new environmental groups, government offices, etc.  

For this assignment, use either the “Articles” link from the main page or articles in the “Cooler living” or “Changing climates” online forums. Your task throughout the semester is to pick FOUR articles that are directly related to China (e.g. “China’s ‘green deserts’; “Can Eco-tourism save the Nu River” would be good choices;  “Climate choices: adapt or move” – an article which never mentions China, would not).  For each of the four you should 

First identify an article, carefully read it and all of the commentaries

Next, you have one of two choices:

(1) Compose a thoughtful commentary of 5-6 sentences in length – addressing the article itself and/or other commentaries - and post it to the forum, with your name.  Once it appears (postings do not appear right away, as they are all moderated and then translated), print it out, along with the original article and the other postings, to turn in. 

OR

(2) If you would rather not post your commentary, do the same thing as #1 but don’t post, just turn it in, along with a printout of the article and other commentaries. 

(5) Research paper, 8-10 pages double-spaced. 

Topics that could be covered in a class on the human geography of contemporary China are incredibly vast, and in our class readings and lectures we can only cover a tiny fraction of possible topics.  This paper is your chance to write a paper on any aspect of the human/environmental geography of contemporary China that you wish.  Each paper must be written with reference to at least 4 scholarly works (books, journal articles, or book chapters), and then further supplemented with news articles, etc.   You are encouraged to use the news journal assignment as well as the chapters of China’s Transformations to pick a topic.  The only requirement is that it must have to do with some aspect of human geography (i.e. it cannot be only about sedimentation rates or mineral types) and have at least a partial focus on contemporary (post-1978) China.  It can be comparative or include the Maoist period, but cannot solely focus on the period of high socialism or earlier. 

      Here’s a sample of possible broad categories within which you might define a narrower topic/question for your paper:

· Special economic zones, “zone fever” – what are SEZs and why did they come into being?

· Foreign direct investment

· Multinational companies in China

· Sweatshops in China, activism about sweatshops, working conditions

· Urban and suburban real estate markets and land speculation

· Urbanization, urban transition

· Gender and the changing role of women

· Sexuality in contemporary China

· Food and identity

· Nationalism

· Governing population (population control, the one-child policy)

· Ethnic minority groups (eg the Hui, the Uighur Muslims, the Miao)

· Debates about globalization and neoliberalism in China

· The rise of consumerism

· Regional development patterns

· The “Open up the west” campaign

· New environmental activism in China

· NGOs (non-governmental organizations) in China

· The politics of climate change in China

· New environmental rehabilitation projects in China 

· The Three Gorges Dam, hydropower

· Labor protests 

· Migrant workers

· The importance of the discourse of “quality” (suzhi)

· China’s foreign relations

· Contemporary film

· Contemporary literature 

· Chinese intellectuals

· The role of the internet and blogs in China

· The 2008 Olympics  - environmental aspects, social aspects

· Changes in the Communist Party over time

· Local village elections

· Everyday resistance, “rightful resistance”, peasant protests against the state

· Changing urban or rural property rights

· Tourism/ecotourism in China

· China’s energy security

· Macroeconomic policies over time, inflation 

· Technology development and information technology business

· Changing agricultural patterns 

· Chinese migrants in ethnic minority areas

· Social inequality

· Falun Gong

· The politics of AIDs

· Religious revival (Christianity,Buddhism, the search for spirituality)

· China-Taiwan relations

· Township and village enterprises

· The political economy of China’s transition

· China’s transition in comparative perspective (e.g. with Eastern Europe)

· Enterprise reform – state-owned enterprises

· The Tiananmen square massacre

· Debates about democracy and civil society

· US foreign policy toward China

· China’s new middle class

· The politics of guanxi (relationships)

· Households and demographic change

General paper guidelines

All written assignments should be typed, 12-point font, and double-spaced. You are encouraged to save paper by printing on both sides. All ideas, terms and quotes not your own should be thoroughly referenced in the text (either parenthetically (author, date: page #) or with footnotes or endnotes), with a list of references in alphabetic order, in any standard style, following the essay. Essay evaluations will be graded based both on the content and ideas of the essay and the presentation, which includes spelling, grammar, referencing and clarity of writing. Do not turn in these papers without proofreading them first.  You are encouraged to visit Amy or myself to discuss any aspect of these assignments.   More specific paper guidelines for the research paper will be posted during the semester. 

policies and procedures

Accommodations for students with disabilities

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to the professor a letter from Disability Services as soon as possible, and definitely by February 5 (the seventh class meeting)  so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. (303-492-8671, Willard 322, www.Colorado.edu/disabilityservices/
Religious observances

Students who have serious religious obligations which conflict with assignments or required attendance must notify the professor as soon as possible, and definitely no later than the fifth class meeting (January 29).   If this is the case, the student and professor will meet and work out a mutually satisfactory agreement for the particular situation. 
Classroom behavior policy

Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Students who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Faculty have the professional responsibility to treat all students with understanding, dignity and respect, to guide classroom discussion and to set reasonable limits on the manner in which they and their students express opinions.  Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender variance, and nationalities.  

Policy on discrimination and harassment:

The University of Colorado at Boulder policies on Discrimination and Harassment and Sexual Harassment apply to all students, staff, and faculty. Any student, staff, or faculty member who believes s/he has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs, 303-492-5550. 

Honor Code

All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior.  All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-725-2273). Students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Other information on the Honor Code can be found at

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html  and at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
 

Plagiarism

According to the university: “Plagiarism is defined as the use of another’s ideas or words without appropriate acknowledgment. Examples of plagiarism include: failing to use quotation marks when directly quoting from a source; failing to document distinctive ideas from a source; fabricating or inventing sources; and copying information from computer-based sources, i.e., the Internet.” Please note that copying from another student’s work counts as plagiarism!  Copying from the internet counts as plagiarism too!   If you are discovered to have plagiarized, you will automatically fail the class and be reported to the Honor Code Council.
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