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1. Why, according to Saeed, does Lyons want to distinguish between referring and denoting?

2. What is the difference between a representational theory of meaning and a referential theory of meaning?

3. Read the following quote from the philosopher David Lewis. Would you say that Lewis subscribes to a representational theory of meaning or a referential one? Explain. 

My proposals will [...] not conform to the expectations of those who, in analyzing meaning, turn immediately to the psychology and sociology of language users: to intentions, sense-experience, and mental ideas, or to social rules, conventions and regularities. I distinguish two topics: first, the description of possible languages or grammars as abstract semantic systems whereby symbols are associated with aspects of the world; and second, the description of the psychological and sociological facts whereby a particular one of these abstract semantic systems is the one used by a person or population. Only confusion comes of mixing these two topics. —David Lewis, “General Semantics” (1972)

4. How do the linguistic examples in (2.6-2.8) in the chapter bear on the issue of a representational vs. referential theory of meaning?

5. What is the prototypical class of referring expressions in language?

6. What is variable reference?

7. Do all nouns and noun phrases refer? In answering this question, consider the boldfaced noun phrases in the following examples:

I’m hoping to find an inexpensive condo on West Pearl.

A pig has cloven hooves.

The Pope resides in Vatican City.

The trees get smaller as you approach the timberline.

A child could do it!

The current king of France is bald. 

My sister is a nurse.

8. What is the meaning of a proper name? If someone asked you the meaning of a proper name like Julius Caesar, what would you say?

9. Saeed points out that we may use proper names to refer to people even when we know very little about such people. Does this fact help or hurt the definite description theory of names? The causal theory of names?

10. What does the causal theory of names have to do with the use of natural kind terms like gold? 
11. In his 1981 book, Reason, Truth and History, this philosopher Hilary Putnam says that “signs do not intrinsically correspond to objects, independently of how those signs are employed and by whom”. What is he criticizing? Is he saying that use fixes interpretation?

12. The German philosopher Gottlob Frege argued that we must distinguish between the sense and reference of a linguistic expression. He used the sentence The morning star is the evening star to make his argument. I’d like you to think instead about the sentence Superman is Clark Kent. Explain why this sentence shows the need to distinguish between sense and reference. 

13. Saeed talks about an influential model of categories which holds that categories are defined by necessary and sufficient conditions upon category membership. Give an example of a necessary condition for some category. Give an example of a sufficient condition for some category. 

14. The psychologist Eleanor Rosch conducted a number of experiments in which it became clear that certain members of some categories were poorer exemplars of that category than others. For example, penguins and ostriches are poor examples of the category BIRD. How can this fact be used to argue against a model of categories based on necessary and sufficient conditions?

15. What is the basic level within a taxonomy?

16. Is the basic level within a taxonomic hierarchy the same for everyone in a given speech community? 

17. What is ostensive definition?

18. What does Quine’s ‘gavagai’ problem tell us about the possibility of acquiring all of our linguistically encoded concepts from ostensive definition?

19. What kinds of examples might convince you that Whorf and Sapir were right?

