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1. Describe the metaphorical mapping that appears to be assumed by the expressions in (a-n). Describe the metaphor by listing equivalence relations between entities and relations in the source domain (the domain of experience from which the metaphorical language is drawn) and entities and relations in the target domain:

a. I find her story very hard to swallow.

b. She ruminated about that issue for a long time.

c. That’s a book you can really sink your teeth into.

d. “My complaint is not against privatization," Councilwoman Charlotte Craven said. "But I do hate to have this rushed through at the last minute and crammed down my throat”.

e. All you have to do on the exam is regurgitate a bunch of formulas.

f. I’m starved for some intelligent conversation. 

g. You should probably digest the proposal for a while before you attempt to write a reply.

h. Don’t sugarcoat it. Just give it to me straight.

i. She’s a voracious reader.

j. That topic is getting pretty stale.

k. That’s a half-baked idea. 

l. The lecture was basically just warmed-over Marxist theory. 

m. I find that option fairly unpalatable.

n. The teachers are used to spoon-feeding the material to the students. 

2. According to the traditional definition, a metaphor is a simile that is missing the word like. For example, while Lawyers are like sharks is a simile, Lawyers are sharks is a metaphor. Would Lakoff and Johnson accept this definition of metaphor? Why or why not?

3. What do the authors mean when they say that metaphor is not just a matter of language? After all, there couldn’t be any metaphor without language, could there?

4. When the authors use equational statements like argument is war, time is money and communication is sending, what are they referring to?

5. In order to establish the existence of particular metaphors, Lakoff and Johnson give examples of words that have double meanings. For example, they point out that the word attack can refer to a physical assault or a communicative act. Would that fact alone be sufficient to establish the existence of a metaphor argument is war?

6. Give an example of a mixed metaphor. How do you think Lakoff and Johnson would describe a mixed metaphor?

7. What do you think the difference is between metaphor and analogy?

8. We often reason about electricity by thinking of it as water flowing through pipes, and yet few of us would imagine that we need to put a ‘stopper’ in an electrical outlet to prevent ‘leakage’. What does this fact illustrate about the partial nature of metaphorical structuring?

9. In American culture we have a number of metaphors for love: love is a bond between two people, love is a substance, love is addiction, love is a journey. Why do you think we need so many of these?

10. What is the difference betwen metaphor and metonymy? Explain, using an example of each.

11. What is an orientational metaphor?

12. What is an ontological metaphor?

13. What does it mean for someone to say that a metaphor has a basis in our experience? What is an example of a metaphor that has an experiential basis?

14. According to Lakoff and Johnson, we cannot understand the concept of time except via metaphor. And yet we seem to have at least two major metaphors for time. What are they and what are some examples of each?

15. Which one of the major time metaphors that you discussed in (14) is exemplified by the statement They have to push my appointment up? If someone were to make this statement to you, would you assume that the appointment is going to be sooner or later than originally scheduled?

16. The authors argue that metaphor is part of everyday language. What do you think the relationship is between ordinary, everyday metaphor and poetic metaphor?  You might wish to answer this question by referring to the poem below:

Stopping by the Wood on a Snowy Evening

Robert Frost

Whose woods these are I think I know.

His house is in the village, though. 

He will not see me stopping here 

To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

My little horse must think it queer 

To stop without a farmhouse near, 

Between the woods and frozen lake, 

The coldest evening of the year. 

He gives his harness bells a shake 

To ask if there is some mistake. 

The only other sound's the sweep 

Of easy wind and downy flake. 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep.
