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Background. A semantic frame is defined as a set of concepts that are related in such a way that you need knowledge of all of them to have knowledge of any of them. 

· Frames are used to understand the world. 

· Words mean what they mean because they call forth frames. 

· Several words can call forth the same frame. In such cases, each word provides a different perspective on that frame. For example, as discussed in class, the words buy and sell both evoke the commercial event frame: buy takes the buyer’s perspective and sell the seller’s perspective. 

· Sometimes two words that share a frame can provide different evaluations of the concepts in the frame. For example, when Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid said, in April 2007, “The [Iraq] war is lost”, he was called both a defeatist and a realist. While no one disagreed about what he had said, there was great disagreement about how to evaluate what he had said.

1. Why, according to Lakoff, do conservatives appear to be united in their framing of issues while progressives are not?

2. Why does Lakoff tell his students, ‘Don’t think of an elephant’?

3. What does it mean to say you can’t negate a frame?

4. What is the metaphor underlying the term tax relief?

5. What is the alternative framing of taxes that Lakoff recommends?

6. How do the terms inheritance tax and death tax differ?

7. Say a television debate about tax relief features both a progressive and a conservative commentator. Would Lakoff regard it as ‘fair and balanced’?

8. Can you use words without invoking their associated frames?

9. Lakoff claims that values win elections. What does he think progressives are doing wrong?

10. Who do you think can lay claim to the following words, conservatives or progressives: empathy, responsibility, protection, opportunity, community, honesty?

11. On a recent appearance on Bill O’Reilly’s talk show, progressive commentator and Iraq war critic Bill Maher objected to O’Reilly’s claim that Saddam had killed many more Iraqi civilians than the Iraq war had. Maher cited a recent study suggesting that the Iraq war civilian death toll was about ten times higher than previously believed. What do you think Lakoff would have to say about Bill Maher’s strategy here?

12. What are examples of Orwellian language use by conservatives, according to Lakoff ?
13. What are examples of the nation is a family metaphorical mapping?

14. What is the nurturant parent model?

15. What is the strict father model? 

16. How does Lakoff characterize swing voters, and how does he think they can be brought over to the progressive side?
17. How did Lakoff propose that progressives should frame Bush in the 2004 campaign?
