Semantics

Linguistics 3430

Fall 2005

	Lecture Time
	MWF 1:00-1:50

	Place

	Humanities 1B90

	Instructor
	Professor Laura Michaelis

	Office
	Hellems 292

	Phone 
	(303) 492-1990

	Office Hours
	M, F 10:30-12:00 

	Course Website
	http://spot.colorado.edu/~michaeli/Currentcourses.html


Course Description
There are two basic principles of semantics. The first is that we cannot understand what a word, sentence or text means if we do not also understand how it means. The second principle is that people do not extract meaning from language; rather they construct meaning from language. In this class, we will explore the theory and practice of semantics. The theory tells us what kinds of concepts are relevant for describing meaning. The practice tells us how to use linguistic data (language deployed in context) to figure out what the concepts are. We will explore questions like the following:

· Do speakers of different languages have radically different conceptual systems? 

· How do the words and grammatical elements of a language reflect the way in which speakers of that language conceive of the world? 

· Do language categories reflect reality, or do they instead reflect folk theories about the way the world works? 

· How much meaning is ‘in the words’ and how much is instead inferred from context? 

· Can linguistic meaning be represented by logic? 

· What does meaning have to do with truth?

Readings
We will use the textbook Semantics, by John I. Saeed; it is available at the campus textbook stores. We will also read a set of articles on electronic reserve. These articles are downloadable in pdf format from the e-reserve page of the university libraries website.

Communication
You must subscribe to the class list serve, through will you can receive updates and hints from the instructor and post questions and comments to the instructor and class. To subscribe yourself, send an email to listproc@lists.colorado.edu containing the following command: subscribe ling3430_05 <Yourfirstname Yourlast name> 
For example, class member Bertrand Russell would place the following content in his email: subscribe ling3430_05 Bertrand Russell
Requirements and Point Breakdown
· A total of 11 problem sets will be assigned this semester. 

· I will drop your lowest score at the end of the semester. 

· It is strongly in your interest to complete all 11 homeworks, so that you can drop your lowest score at the end of the semester.

· One extra-credit problem set will be assigned: you will receive up to 20 extra credit points for reading and completing a study sheet for the Slobin article ‘Thinking for Speaking’. This assignment will be due on 9/21.

· The point breakdown is as follows:

	Ten homeworks 
	200 points (20 x 10) 

	In-class midterm 
	50 points

	Class participation
	20 points

	Take-home final 
	100 points

	Total 
	370 points


Doing well in this Course

· Late assignments will not be accepted unless accompanied by a written excuse from a health care provider.

· All homeworks must be handed in at the beginning of lecture on the due date. 

· The homeworks are due on Mondays, with the exception of Homework #2, which will be due on the Friday after we return from the Labor Day break (9/9).

· Hand-written homeworks will not be accepted. 

· Electronic attachments will not be accepted.

· For every lecture, there will be an associated handout. Handouts are of two kinds: lecture notes and study sheets. A study sheet is a list of questions that you should answer after you have done the associated reading. I will sometimes collect your study sheets from you. 

· I will make study sheets available for download at least two days in advance of the reading assignment due date. Study sheets will be available in Word (.doc) format for those of you who want to type your answers directly on the study sheet. 

· For some topics I will give a Powerpoint presentation rather than lecturing from a handout. In this case, the Powerpoint slides will be made available for download as a .ppt file at least one day in advance of the lecture in question. 

· You must read all assigned articles. While you will not be tested on concepts expressed only in the readings, you will not learn the concepts if you only hear about them in lecture.

· Experience has shown that those who neglect the readings or fail to attend lecture every day rarely receive a grade higher than C, and frequently fail the course.

· Downloading the lecture notes and study sheets from the web is not a substitute for coming to class. 

· You must attend class every day, be prepared to answer when called on and contribute to class discussion in order to receive the 20 points for class participation. 

Syllabus

Linguistics 3430
Fall 2005

S refers to the author of the textbook. All other names refer to authors of readings on electronic reserve.

	Day
	Lecture Topic
	Reading
	Assignment  

	M 8/22
	Introduction: What Semantics is not
	
	

	W 8/24
	What Semantics is
	S Chapter 1
	

	F 8/26
	The Place of Semantics in Linguistics
	
	Email to me by 5pm(

	M 8/29
	Metaphor and Cognition I
	Lakoff & Johnson
	S 1.1-1.4

	W 8/31
	Metaphor and Cognition II
	Reddy, Chew & Laubichler
	

	F 9/2
	Meaning, Thought and Reality I
	
	

	M 9/5
	Labor Day: No Class Meeting

	W 9/7
	Meaning, Thought and Reality II
	
	

	F 9/9
	Framing in Politics: George Lakoff Film Interview
	Bai
	S 2.1-2.5

	M 9/12
	What Whorf really Said I
	Whorf
	

	W 9/14
	What Whorf really Said II
	
	

	F9/16
	Evaluating Whorf
	Lakoff
	

	M 9/19
	Word Meaning I
	S Chapter 3
	

	W 9/21
	Word Meaning II
	
	Slobin extra credit

	F 9/23
	Word Meaning III
	
	

	M 9/26
	Etymology 
	Sweetser
	S 3.2-3.4, 3.7, 3.10

	W 9/28
	Sentence Relations and Truth I
	S Chapter 4
	

	F 9/30

	Sentence Relations and Truth II
	
	

	M 10/3
	Situations I
	S Chapter 5
	S 4.3, 4.5-4.8

	W 10/5
	Situations II
	
	

	F 10/7 
	Situations III
	
	

	M 10/10
	Participants I
	S Chapter 6
	S 5.1-5.4, 5.8, 5.10

	W 10/12
	Participants II
	
	

	F 10/14
	Fall Break: No Class Meeting

	M 10/17
	Participants III
	
	

	W 10/19
	Participants IV
	
	S 6.1-6.3, 6.5

	F 10/21
	Review for midterm 
	
	Three questions

	M 10/24
	Midterm (covering material introduced through 10/19)

	W 10/26
	Context I: Overview
	S Chapter 7
	

	F 10/28
	Context II: Inference
	
	

	M 10/31
	Context III: Intonation
	Lambrecht
	S 7.1-7.3, 7.5-7.6

	W11/2
	Speech Acts I
	S Chapter 8
	

	F 11/4
	Speech Acts II
	
	

	M 11/7
	Speech Acts III
	
	S 8.3-8.5

	W 11/9
	Meaning Components I
	S Chapter 9
	

	F 11/11
	Meaning Components II
	
	

	M 11/14
	Meaning Components III
	
	

	W 11/16
	Formal Semantics I

	S Chapter 10
	S 9.2-9.3, 9.6, 9.9

	F 11/18
	Formal Semantics II
	
	

	M 11/21
	Formal Semantics III
	
	

	W 11/23
	Cognitive Semantics I
	
	S 10.1-10.5

	F 11/25
	Thanksgiving Break: No Class Meeting

	M 11/28
	Cognitive Semantics II
	S Chapter 11
	

	W 11/30
	Cognitive Semantics III
	
	

	F 12/2
	Language Criticism I: Language Critics throughout History
	Nunberg
	

	M 12/5
	Language Criticism II: The Usage Panel
	
	S 11.1, 11.4, 11.6-11.7; 

Final distributed (due Friday, 12/9, 5:00pm)

	W 12/7
	Semantics and the Law: A Case Study
	
	


( Send me an email message with the subject line ‘3430’ telling me (a) Why you are interested in taking this class, (b) Something interesting about yourself, and (c) If you have any special needs that I should know about this semester (e.g., a diagnosed cognitive disability). 





