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1. What is the conduit metaphor? Describe it in terms of a metaphorical mapping, in which each entity or relation in the source domain corresponds to a single entity or relation in the target domain. For example, in the metaphorical mapping ideas are plants, plant life is the source domain and thinking is the target domain. Seeds correspond to ideas, growth (rapid or slow) corresponds to the development of an idea, and the soil quality corresponds to level of intelligence of the person or population in whom the idea is ‘planted’. 

2. Give three sentences that exemplify the conduit metaphor. 

3. Briefly describe Reddy’s Toolmakers Paradigm.

4. Now change the three sentences from (2) so that they reflect another model of communication. (You may use the language of the Toolmakers Paradigm.)

5. Can a metaphorical expression also be literal? In particular, can people make literal statements when they use the conduit metaphor?

6. Reddy tells us that he once taught English poetry and literature. Why did this experience make him start thinking about the conduit metaphor?

7. In the introduction, Reddy contrasts problem setting and problem solving. How is this difference relevant to his argument concerning the conduit metaphor?

8. “Divergence of readings of a single text are not aberrations. They are tendencies inherent in the system.” How does the Toolmakers’ Paradigm capture this idea?

9. According to Reddy, can information be stored? 

10. What is Reddy’s definition of information?

11. What is Reddy’s definition of communication?

12. If people are sincere, does it matter whether or not they are thinking about communication in terms of the conduit metaphor?

