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Study Questions for Sweetser, 

"Metaphorical Models of Thought and Speech" 

Linguistics 3430

Fall 2005

Background. English is a Germanic language but, by some estimates, Latin roots comprise 60% of English vocabulary. Sources of Latin roots in English are words borrowed from French that contained Latin roots via heredity (e.g.,  review < revoir < revidere, precious < précieux < precarius ‘begged for’) and ‘learned’ words (e.g., assiduous, deviance) whose roots were borrowed directly from Latin by scholars beginning in medieval times.

1. How is polysemy related to the study of semantic change?

2. Using a dictionary, give etymologies for each of the following Latin‑derived words:

infant 

revert

compulsion


depress 

reject

3. Do any of the etymologies that you gave in (2) involve metaphor or metonymy? If so, explain how.

4. What two misconceptions about semantics does Sweetser say recent research has begun to dispel?

5. What two conceptual (vocabulary) fields is Sweetser exploring in this paper?

6. What is her claim with regard to the sources of much of the vocabulary used to talk about these two domains?

7. Do you think Sweetser has the same conception of metaphor that Lakoff and Johnson do? Explain briefly. 

8. What is the puzzle that she mentions regarding the words report and refer? (You might want to look up the etymologies of these two words in a good dictionary.)

9. What two sources of evidence does she use to support her claim about the role of metaphor in semantic change?

10. Let’s think a little about some early work on semantic change that Sweetser mentions. This work is that of Elizabeth Traugott. Early on, Traugott proposed that words tend to change their meanings in a particular direction:

First stage: a word is used to refer to things in the real world (socio‑physical domain).

Next stage: the word is used to talk about our own reasoning processes (logical domain).

Final stage: the word is used to refer to our emotions or personal connections.

11. Discuss how each of the three following sentence groups relate to Traugott’s stages. Focus on the words in boldface and assume that the order in which the uses are presented is the order in which they developed historically.

I. We journeyed hence. (look up hence if necessary)

II. Hence, our conclusion is justified.

III. If they expect rain, they put plastic wrap on the newspaper.

IV. If their light is on, they're home.

V. If you need help, my name is Brad.

VI. You may go.

VII. She may be a nice person, but I don’t know for sure.

VIII. She may be a professor, but she’s not too bright.

12. Now look Figures 1-2. They represent shared sources of vocabulary in the domains of mental activity and conversation. Give some ordinary modern English expressions which exemplify the two metaphorical mappings shown in Figure 1: (1) thinking is object manipulation and (2) talking is object exchange (Reddy’s favorite). 

Now give some ordinary modern English expressions which exemplify the two metaphorical mappings shown in Figure 2: (1) thinking is movement through space and (2) talking is joint movement through space. 

ideas are objects


                                 mental activity                                                                   conversation
object manipulation 
                                          exchange of objects

Figure 1: Shared sources involving ideas as objects
thoughts are locations


                                  mental activity                                                                     conversation

            movement through space                                     joint movement through space

Figure 2: Shared sources involving movement through space

13. For each of the following metaphorical mappings I-IV, choose the letter corresponding to the group of words (a-d) whose etymologies exemplify it. You will probably need to look up the etymologies of the words to answer this question. 

I. Thinking as object manipulation

II. Talking as object exchange (the conduit metaphor)


III. Thinking as motion through space

IV. Talking as joint motion through space

(a) prefer, reflect, complex, comprehend, decide

(b) proponent, retract, report, profound, reject

(c) error, obsession, premise, determine, deduction

(d) discourse, circumscribe, digress, reiterate, refer 

14. What do the double uses of the words note, observe, and recognize in the following examples have to do with Sweetser’s contention that some mental state verbs are the sources of speech‑act verbs?

(a) She noted that no one was wearing a hat.

(b) “No one is wearing a hat”, she noted.

(c) She observed a large hole in his coat.

(d) “My goodness”, she observed, “You have a hole in your coat!”

(e) I recognized someone I knew.

(f) You may not speak unless you have been recognized by the committee chair.
15. What is the source, according to Sweetser, of the speech‑act verbs claim and invoke? (Think of the words clamor and vocalize.)

16. What do the Latin‑derived words concede, insist, and convince have to do with the argument is war metaphor?

17. What do the Latin-derived words lucid, brilliant, obfuscate, and perspective have to do with the metaphor understanding is seeing?

18. Having answered questions (14-17), can you give some sources of words for thinking and speaking that are not shared sources?

