
PHIL 3000 – Pasnau – Spring 2022 

Grading Template for the Final Paper 

 
These guidelines are meant to give you a sense of how I will be grading your paper, and to help you 
figure out what you need to do, to get the grade that you want. 
 
 
A.   A clear and accurate exposition of the historical view in question, supported by 

textual evidence. An interesting and substantial thesis about the text. The thesis goes 
beyond simply summarizing the author’s view, and is well supported by textual 
evidence and perhaps by argument. The thesis is not only defended but also subject 
to strong criticisms, and the criticisms are successfully rebutted. The paper shows 
substantial engagement with one or more works in the secondary literature and 
perhaps also draws on primary texts that go beyond the sources in our textbook. The 
sources of all quotations are cited in full, in the professionally standard way. A full 
and complete bibliography at the end, listing all sources. 

 
B.  A reasonably accurate exposition of an author’s view. Contains some kind of thesis 

about the view that goes beyond simply summary, and the thesis is supported by 
some kind of textual evidence or argument. The paper goes somewhat beyond an 
initial statement of the thesis, to consider further objections or issues that arise as a 
result of the thesis. The paper draws somewhat on material beyond the texts 
discussed in class. Some attempts at supplying accurate citations and references. 

 
C. A mediocre exposition of an author’s view, displaying serious confusions.  A thesis 

that is unclear or that hardly goes beyond a simple exposition of what the author is 
saying. Little by way of textual support, or engagement with the secondary literature. 
Little by way of sustained development of an argument. Feeble attempts at citation 
and reference. 

 
D. Massive confusions. No discernible thesis. No evidence of research that goes beyond 

the textbook, and little even from the textbook in support of the claims made. 
Citations wrongly formatted or missing entirely. 

 
F. No paper. 
 


