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Theme: Timothy Rugers. the
curalor of the Musenm ol
Fine Aris in Saia Fo, once
said, “By crossing wipes of
decoration and awthorily,

[ ¥umi Both] oflleped r.ﬁt'iqu.-u:i
ol both semineic felds” Was
this cunsciouss

Yomi Beth: Yeuls, I think sn.
The work he was reterring

o, spreccilically, was woying
with mndes of aalhority, and
thian wa,s_,l:#.rm ?-:ﬁ!':-u':u.'.wr. e
Harriers, puniata raffic comes,
and embroicered Homeland
Security kitchen towels. L'm
sorl el cwe wous what happens

when you put things that
vouL never assoriate wgether,
together —huw does thal
paweide vou with a cenewed
iden ol what, from those
CALCEOTIES, VOL'VE COme o
arcepl withour questicn.

Let's take Dirog Brrriers as an,

example, We happen (o Jove
gilver, shiny things—

Yex, [luaghs] it the [
offect.

Applyiog what he zid to
that there's hoth a critigue
of mathority apd of the dizco-

Porndafahs Yy Mages, 3004,

ARTIST YUMI JANAIRO ROTH has a
morm from the Philippines, a dad from
the American midwest, and a Korean
first name. Her piece Disco Barriers
puts a shiny 70s spin on the sense

of restriction created by objects that

. crowded the streets after 3/11. Her

mahogany Pallet and furniture dollies
stick up for the things that are usually
used just to move other things around.
And her Small Acts of Public Service,
installed in 2 number of vehicles

and buildings in Manila, expose the
randomness of jeepneys and speak

to her appreciation of maps as quirky
drawings. Roth’s work, which has been
exhibited from New York to Munich,
Manila and onward, transforms the
meaning of simple, daily objects

and emphasizes the importance of
freedom of movement in today’s
world.




pess of things. Thoecs the =il-

VET-TMESY Ay mal
style, or is thad somelbig
bt vou fecl alicnated from?
As you're sayiog this, T'm
Topoking af my house and oy
luoking ar all the chrome
pizces. [Laughs]

Can vou talk about 'hm-.'}rnu
started Lo potics the pallets

and furnmiture dollies?

I was building crates all the
tigme 1o fwold all this other
w20 | became lyper-
armined o all these objects
that wers wseel (o comliiin

other objects and monre them
aromerid. That wspared this
sort of fangeniial thinking
abour craes, pallets, furmitore
cbnllies, and that fanuly of
ohjects.

Pallews are interesring
[y AL T HE threan L
such random locarions. They
cam b in 2 sboae, containing
ohjecrs, or they can be oext
Loy a pETeT. [r's imieresLing
huvw Lhisy sLart o S0t of
fan ot and move aroud
and hecomes repurposcd as
diflereng sorss of nhjerts.
When ! went back o the
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...S5ome Sort Of Strange Hybrids Between
All Of This Furniture And These Kinds Of
Objects That Really Talk About Movement
Between Places.
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Pallets Are Interesting Because You See
Them In Such Random Locations. They Can
Be In A Store, Containing Objects, Or They
Can Be Mext To A Dumpster. It's Interesting
How They Start To Sort Of Fan Out And
Mowve Around And Become Repurposed As
Different Sorts Of Objects.

Philippines, there were all
Ueeae olajects that were -
naiely rerved or inliid with
veother-of-pear] or bome. And
I was ke, hiere™ my ickesaz 1710
have pallets carved—some
s Lol strange hybaids bet-
ween sl of this furmitome and
these kinds of objocrs that
reilby talk aboot movernent
between places—and naor
just dopzestcally, but -
martiomiall

The 1 i
from the American jeep. Are
- paths thar mrade in

Sl Acts of PubBc Serus
reflective of the paths that

he A . . wall
took?
Mo, [ don't think so—rthe
jeeps ave really invercaring
bemnse theev're the de Bacto
]:|1_1l:|-]i|_' rr.'-msp-:'.lrl:a.rinn SVETETT
ol tse Flulippames. There's a
relarively reasonable metro
sverein throughout Manila
thiel gels wou aroand prelly
wicll. Bot if your wane 10 g0
cloror tor deor, you take @ prep.
Amicd yoo iy Bave: Lo take

[ jocps oo go door 1o dooT,
bat yow can o door 1o dosor,

LLzughs. |
So il’s ool Ul Uee mags leace

real paths, it's more of a re-
spaogyse (o the Fact that there
aren’L any.

Well, Thi.'"‘_il' trace real 1‘|i|.|‘|1!'i.
bt the swops arc arbitrary,

IF sormeone wanls Lo sLlog
“hetween” e stops, ey can
The WAy thar [ consimacted
those stops was where prople
generally seemed fo stap.

Aund s Donny becase 1

renmpember moy consin and [
spaalled tyem on a bunch
of ditferent roates. And
people were like, “Chh, are
yisis cloing Lhis ay @ pubdae
service?” or “(Fh, do yoan woTk
Tor tlee Manila Depariment
of Tritnsporition s And
conversehy, I think che
Manila Depariment ot
Transporrarion was doinge
thus wlvole thing on the
aertiHeztions o Muanila where
'[hc_ﬂ_.r wiere like, ]:..'-rinring
ubstract fogins oo wop of
grafhiti throarrhoanl the city.
S0 they were doing “arr” and
1was dodng “Lransporiation”
Which [ thoarhe was 2 funny
pevereal

So what are von doing now,.

and what's in vour fuinre?
I 2005 T was Jdriving arcaaed
Cinboier, serned ot B sl these
atrcet namcs that are TS
cities and states, like Mew
York, Porsdam., Minnesoda-—— 1
aan, coanplenely randorn.
When | think of Minnesol,
Idon't think of the mropics.
So [ was mercsted in raking
the names of all those places
and all these streers, which

I Lthunk e paaned alier TS
regimenis that fonnrht either
an the mam of the conmry

o during Worlel Wiar 11,

A m-l-rging them with the
sur Lol “Welcooe wo..” stvle
hirhwsay sigms thal we see,
like, ‘g‘a_l_'l:.ang.r! H:-l}'-::-r Een n'ingx
weloonees yoa we the cicy of
the Champaons ol Superbow]
227 ar something. It a little
absrract, [ know. I'm hoping
il come together. B
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